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On bur ria. 25 nj bf 

3's # id : | 

OHN the Baptift was ſent as. a voice 
crying in the wilderneſs, to proclaim 10 
the approach of the Meſſiah ; to point him 4 ll 
out, upon his perſonal ' appearance, to the i 


people; to preach the neceſſity of repent- vv 
ance for the remiſſion of ſins; and to bap-, _ 
tize with water, as prefiguring the ſpiri- WH 
tual- adminiſtration of the Saviour rear of 
the diſpenſation of the goſpel, in bapti- 
zing with the Holy Ghoſt, to the puri 8 
tion of ſouls, and fitting chem for an eter - 

nal inheritance with the ſaints in light. 
John came not to inſtitute⸗ but to pre- 
cede and prepare the way for, this glorious 
diſpenſation; he therefore repreſented the 
new covenant of the Prince of life and 
peace, under the title of the kingdom. of hea- 
OT ven, 


4. 


„ 


ven, nich he declared to be at hand, or 
near to take place. | 

This goſpel-eſtabliſhment the prophet 
Jeremiah tad fbpeiolll, ſhould -* #of le 4c 
cording to the old covenant of ſymbolical 
forms and ſhadows ; which the inſpired 
author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews ob- 
ſerved, © coma” för make Him that did 
the ſervice perfect, as pertaining to the 
« conſcience ; Pre! ++ ſtood only in 
% meats and drinks, divers waſhings, 


and carnal ordi 55 impoſed on them 
& until the time 25 rmation.. 
ohn's haptiſm, being of the ſame; exto⸗ 
005 na ure. 3 the Titoals. of the law, 
could 1 no mote at rards , 70 puxifica- 
heart, and the pertection of a 


* . 


OF Kel „ than they: like 1 em, 


g the. lime ben preſent, to 
ſh; 1 b. f a the. 1 5 dro 122 


— 


„but no, further, roquiſite 
n know: ng this, whe Je us. 
came to 6H er dir bey 944 likes 
Hs. id of 51 ! ey of the law. (tot 
that "hex mie give a angtion. thei con- 
1 7. but thay; he 1 5 them, 
aving been prima divine, autho- 

THe and not yet. eau appeared 
ſürprized that ho. whom he Knew to be 


\ 171 . 
er 28M, 3% | fieb, He, 9, 16 


5 the inward and INE) RIO Won 
apply to him for his outwaxd baptiſt, lay 
2855 "gh 1 ck thy © be, e r thee, 
An on ag 
| Luc © we 


: ou 122 not 3 ito 25 5 
: OSA EN he ad- * 


e ofos Rſhn his hear 
Bra ſaging,. | Behold the Lamb 
of Ger e all ane the fi 4f the 


77000 this graciays 1015 the Son of -God | 
e Þimſelf up to became. n gar 
fam for all manking, to be teftified,.' on, aut 
170 wardly verified, e by . which he 
5 ſhewed the 29 God to fallen Wen, and 
his willingneſs $9 Parflen inner 53 heir 
8 in onder ip whach, wr We 

ceived gifts for men ; yea for the aebel; 

* loug allo, that the Lord Gad might 
« dwell among them,” Henge - << che me- 
, nifeſtation gf the ſpirit is given tp every 
= der, 10 profit Withal; thst on their 

embracing it, in faith and obedience, they | 
TL baptiziag power and virtue, 
ivered from the weden ten que 


© Mar, i il 44 43. © John, 29. | 0 The. fl. f. | 
* Plalm laviil, 19. 8 1 Cor. xii. * 


for 


. ug en 1 and be cleanſed from 
all bree 
To this import are the” allowing « ex- 
preſſions of John; „ indeed baptize you 
d witk water unto repentance; but he 
. that cometh after me (or whoſe mini- 
46 ftration” ſhall ſucceed mine) is mightier 
than I, whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to 
bear; he ſhall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and with fire; whoſe fan is in 
his Hand, and he will thoroughly purge 
40 his floor, and gather his wheat into his 
$6 garner; but he will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire.” John here 
ſhewes the true diſtinction betwixt his own 
baptiſm, and that of our Saviour: the firſt 
with water; the laſt with the Holy Ghoſt; 
and alſo metaphorically inculcates, that the 
baptiſny of Chriſt ſhould” winnow the ſoul 
of its cha or ſinful nature, and operate 
as fire, to the perfect N of all 
its defilement. 
He muſt increaſe,” ſaid John, but I 
*© muſt decreaſe. This indicates, that as 
the ſpiritual miniſtration of Chriſt ſhould 
advance, John's watery one ſhould recede ; 
not be Joined with it. Neither was the re- 
generating! baptiſm of the ſpirit conſequent 
voor” it when adminiſtered; for the Sa- 


; £ Ma W, 11, 13. J a_ iii. 30. Acts viii. 
b maritans 
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time offer their water baptiſm; Cornelius 
and his friends received it gere; and 


n Simon the ſorcerer received. it not ut all, 


though he was baptized with water. 


with, water-baptiſm, nor at all, dependant 
upon it. The baptiſm of the Saviour is 
complete in itſelf, without exterior form 


1 FI 


and ſhadow. By its renewed. imprefſins 
on the believing. and attentive, ſoul, the 


"Y - 


new, birth of the ſpirit. is brought forth 


| therein, and in proportion to its growth 
and increaſe, the old man, with his corrupt 
deeds, becomes crucified, and the ſoul de- 


| Iivered, and raiſed up into newneſs of life. 


to ſalvation, as our Lord gave Nidodemus 
to underſtand, when he ſaid, Except a 
* man be born again, he cannot ſee the 


60 kingdom of God.” And again, Except 


e a man be born of water and of the ſpirit, 
„he cannot enter into the kingdom gf 
© God.“ The word water here, like that 
of ire, Mat. ili. 12. is uſed to ſignify the 


1 


neration of the ſoul. _ 


purif ing virtue of the ſpirit, in the rege - 


ig 5 as l © ny * 
* Mat, iii. 12, * Acts x. 47. Ad viii. John iii. 
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maritans received the Holy Ghoſt ſome 


1 : Biſhop 
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* Biſh Taylor Pick, c « The water * 
the OS in this place fignify the ſame 
„ thing by water is meant the _ 


6 ey the TIE rit Aae and e of Gur 
_ Par 


ö b nr the 55150 and fire. 
That obr Lord meant it of the ſpirit 
cars from his own ex- 
platidtory exprefion, '* 6 That which is 
4 born of the fleſh, is fleſh; and that which 
& 16 Porn of the ſpirit, is ur. 45 
"Thoſe Who advocate the continuance of 
e Plead our Saviour's com- 
miſſion, Mat. XXviii. 19. but he there makes 
no mention of water, nor do his words imply 
it ; for his expreſſions are ſuch as ſuit mY 
with ls own 'Tpifitual baptifm. Neither di 
his . from thefice begin the actice of 
. 1 af 7 ken t up ſome 
rm be re, moſt ably from John $ ex- 
| wks whom whey iy venerated as 4 
| mefſenger ſent 5 and in great eſti- 
mation with their Lord and Mafter ; for 
they adwiniſteret it after the ſame. manner 
he did, and ſo continued to do, when they 
uſed it after 6ur Lord s aſcenſion, as well as 
| bifore. Am they had NG CR his 


C3 9 


'* Lideny of Prophetying, page 231 55 
wag John iii. 6. | 
command 


FRE: 9 
| | 9 


command to intend W they 
would certainly have altered their. tet, 
and have adinipifiered it in the very words 
of his commiſſion, which we do 1 7 4 | 
in holy writ they ever did. _ It was Oy 
fore ſtill John's baptiſm in nature, and far 
below. the effeftual baptiſm of ths gre 
Meſſiah; who, notwithſtanding h 
ſuch honourable teftimopny.concernin ning Ju 
as a burnin ng and ſhining TEA one of 
the greatel prophets. born of Women, as 
being his immediate forerunner, ur 
the A time he ſaid, “ He that is „ 
_ pat, Arp kingdom « of God, is greater than 
Thi $ imp lies that the loweſt at- 
. in the AR 11 5 of 


appears to Kare been me 15 Law of 
we find it was not immediatly attended 
with the authority requiſite to its execu- 
tion. The qualification ſtill neceffary Was 
the inspiration of the Holy unt which 
the diſciples were to ,receive afterwards ; 
without which they were. not to enter 


y Luke vii. 29. 


"on 


10 
T von the work of the miniſtry, but to wait 
in patience for i its Hluminating and power- 
ful virtue, to put them forth, and to abili= 
tate them for the ſervice... 4 © Behold,” 
| Faid the great "Miniſter of the ſanctuary, 
I ſend the promiſe of my Father upon 
- you; 1 but * e in the city, of Jeru- 
«lem, until y be .endued with power 
from on Mü John truly baptized 


with water; but ye ſhall be EK Be 


4 with the Tioly 'Ghoſt not many days 
= & hence.” — Ja Ye ſhall receiye power 
oy « after that the Holy Ghoſt is come upon 
« vou, and ye ſhall be witneſſes unto me, 
A both in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, and 
5D 6 in Samaria, and. unto og uttermoſt part 
of the earth. os 
Thus was the foiritual bapiſn of Chriſt, 
which had been predicted b oy John, to com- 
mence, firſt upon the miniſtry, and through 
them to be communicated to the eople ; 
for they were to Yeach baptizing. into the 
ſame Girlt themſelves were baptized with, 
Unleſs the miniſters were baptized with the 
ſpirit, they could not baptize their belieying 
hearers with. it ; nor could their hearers 
without faith receive it. 
This appears to be the baptiſm pad 
ha the commiſſion; for it relates not to 


4 „Ad, l. f. . 1 
7 49 Prue 


1 1 | 
ur bap tiſm & John, but to that af Chih, 


and. holds forth the preaching of the N bel | 


in the ſpirit and power , God. Therefore 
the commiſſion was given to thoſe. in the 
primitive age, who were divinely inſpired 
for that purpoſe, and it unqueſtionably 
Teaches to their ſucceſſors I THE SAME 
'SPIRIT, and to ſuch only', to the end of 
the world. | _ 
The words of tlie e are, et Go 
* ye, and teach all nations, baptizing 
"0 them, tic To rs into the name of the 
% Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
% Ghoſt.” The word name; here is not 


| to be underſtood literally, but of that di- 


vine power, virtue, and heavenly influence, 


 'whichemphatically denotes and aba e 


the Godhead above all other beings; 'whicl 
our Lord' often expreſſed by the ſame-word. 
* © I have manifeſted thy name unto. the 
© then thou gaveſt me; Þ,* T kept th 
in thy ame; and, he prayed, by 1  Hoty 
Father, keep through thine own 19 84 
«thoſe thou haſt given me! In this name 
is ſtrength and ſalvation. The name of 


« the Lord is a ſtrong tower, the righteous 


« runneth into it, and is ſafe.” The know- 
ledge of it gives faith; They that Know 
thy name will put their truſt in thee.” 


Mat. xxviii. 19. Prov. xviti. 10. „ Palm ix. 10. 
IT ® John xvii. 6. + ver. 12, f ver. 11. 


1 


12 
It. is e caplaluine pn&ion from the Hole | 
One, * Thy name is as ointment. poured 

25 Forth; therefore dothe virgins (the chaſte 
es heart) love thee.” $0 the internal 
virtue and influence of this ſacred and all- 


ſufficient name, . are all the truh 
e meaſura Y | ba aptized 3 WH 1 


or Y cc 
« {7 man have not the Ipixit of! . 
e 2 none of his. : 
oſtles, with many of the p 
fize 9 ren, received this bapti n into — 
name, or ſpirit, of the Godhead to 2 high 
A which | "enabled. 155 to At + 


reſiſt the ion 5 
they ſpake. | : 
Peter relating the PAY of b vlt to ; 
Cornelius and bis com Aae N91. cight 
years after the great effuſion of the F 
Ghoſt. at the time of Pentecoſt, thus teſtifies 
to its baptizing power in the true miniſtry 
of the word Fi I began to ſgeak, the 
cc Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on us. in 
= the beginning, Then remembered 1 the 


Cant. l. 3. Rom. wi. 9. Act fl. 37, i. 3. 
| Vi. 10. i. 45,16, 


r 


| R | - 


„0 56 the Lord; how, that He fas 
% John indeed baptited with water; det | 
ye ſhall be baptized with the Ghoſt” | 

This 'plaitity ſbews that the fpiritual ap- 
tim of Chriſt accompanied their predcHing, 
and therefore was the baptiſm kutended it 
his commiffen. The ane apoſtle” as 
wittieffes more generally, a chat the 
Was preached with the' Hil Ghof ods dow 

[70m baden. 6 
Some ohjòcx that it 17 20 kü tl p 
of me et — God ody, te baptize win 
the Holy Ghoſt. But Kt fiich cönfder, 
that Re is pleaſed to work infltunteiitaly; 

af Well as immediately; and — i 4 

common Way of expreſſion; we fay, 

the mirtiſters of Strict Paptize Weh the 
ſpirit of Chriſt; it is nd mote meant that” 
they ean do it in their o-] wills! of by 
tReir SWwnx powers, titan it was fo initendell 
of che primitive miniſtets, who are (Hd to . 
wörk thivhcles. Te che Lord abe is "the 
power and glory of all tö be attribtted. 

Re is the fole effegor &f all gbod; and the 

eſt bf men are But hig irſtrumetits W | 

be is pleaſed to make uſè of chem; 


a teten ynty of the inſtrument for the e 
that ufeth it, it is uud to fay 


perſon inſtantly made nſec to walk, 


4 1 Peter i, 12. 


healed 


4 "2 
CES I, A p 
1 ; 
FF * 
ö ' NF, 


bealed the diſeaſed, or conferred the; Holy 
Ghoſt, without any intention to te 
that to man, which is only due to God. 
Without me, ſaid our „Lord to * | 
diſci ples, ye can do nothing. But when , 
he Bad endued them with the ſpirit, they 
| miniſtered the ſpirit, as well as the doctrines 
| of Chetan; for true goſpel miviſtry.is, 
not that of words only, but of award with 

Forver. Therefore the true miniſter of the 
_ goſpel, always baptizeth, more or leſs, in 
his miniſtry, according to the - meaſure. of. 
divine influence upon him; who. without 
it would. be only as ſalt without ſavour, 
however he _ be. furniſhed, with ſcho- . 
laſtit argument, and human eloquence. 
Theſe,” may entertain the head, and move 
the paſſions, which is not the buſineſs a: 
an inſpired miniſter ; but. to ſubject them, 


and to inſtruct, and quicken, the ſoul into 


an inward ſenſe of the effective power and 
virtue of the divine life. 3 My ſpeech, | 
and my preaching, ſaid Paul; though a 
learned perſon, . was not with enticing 
words of man's wiſdom, but in deman- 
4. JEW of the. ſpirit and of power that - 

| your faith ſhould not ſtand in the wile, # 
1 of. ADs but in the Pour + Goth: 


15 27 * Gal. ili. 5. : 1 Cor wt. 75 3. 


1 


81 4 1 | 2 | | 
fy. ? | | . Our 


i / 
| 15 
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Out . oxi gave his followers,. 
an example of this . hapti/mal teaching in 
his own practice; which induced his hear= 
ers to. confeſs, that he taught 411 autho- 
rity, and not as the, ſcribes.. They were. 
aſtoniſhed at his doctrine; ; for i his word, 
was ith power. The ſcribes had human 
authority, but his was divine; Which ſo. 
ſtruck even the officers ſent by the chief 
| prieſts and phariſees to take him, that they 
excuſed themſelyes by: ſayin : Never 
% man ſpake like this man. This was, 
unqueſtionably true; for if any other ſpoke. . 
che fame words, none could enforce. them 
with the ſame fullneſs of divine power and 
authority. Thus he led the way to what 
he afterwards commiſſioned and empowered. 
his diſciples to do, in the meaſure we. re. 
f pectively afforded them. 97 oat 9G 6 

The . apoſtle Paul undoubtedly had'an” 
Shai ſhare in the goſpel commiſſion with. 
any other inſpired miniſter, and was equally 
be to baptize in' the- ſenſe 11 
therein; but, with water, he declared he 
was not ſent to baptize ; conſequently water 
baptiſm was not the baptifm enjoined" in 
the commiſſion, But, he aſſerts, he was. 


- ſent to preach the ae which | Is the 


5 Mat.vii. 29. Luke iv. 32 John vii. . 46. 
| J I Cor. i, Ws 


ſpecks 


Gat matter of tht Atmel that is, * 


9 2 Wy as the life fs ower of 
-.: 2 5 


"that. 3 him for it. 
Accordingly he Nalin the beljevets, ® 
f 4 Our Wo came not utito you in word 
only, but alſo In poder, an. in the Hol, 
Wow Ebop, atid in muck aſſurance. He atſs 
ſew the effect it had on them, When 
received the word of God which ye 
a teard of us, 'ye received it not as the 
4 Ford of men; but, as it is in truck, 
the word of Goch, Which. effeckually 
„ Ferketk alſo i you that be bebe. Hence 


85 we ma y obferve ths diſtinction, that the 


preachi: ng oft the goſp & by immediate infpi- 
ration, is fo be received as the word 6f 
Goc; but presching concerning it without = 

_ rnfþiration, is onty fo be eftccinied. as the 
Bed ohio EAR , 5 
Many have been trained up to delle de, 
that our Saviour made watet-baptifm' the 
condition of pur admittance into his King- 
doth, Were it ſo, the ſalvation of all man-. 
ind 1 upon it; and if the ANY 
ling or dippmyg of infants be, either tlie 
ſaving biptiſni, or the ſole means through . 
Which it is to be received; the falvation of 
the child Who dies before it attains to 
, years of underſtanding, or power of choice, 


5 »I Thel: „ 3 
N | depends 


o - 
1 ] 


Spins tba the eee Vibe of. 
its parents, or that of others, without any 
will, knowledge, or default, of its own. 

But what rational and conſiderate perſon 
can believe, that the juſt Creator, and kind 
Saviour of Walid is ſo void of equity 
and commiſeration, as to ſuffer thoſe in- 
nocents who die in their infancy, to fall 
into everlaſting miſery, for the want of a 
ceremonial, which, if it be a duty, can- 
not be theirs, but that of their parents, 
or of thoſe who have the care of thei 
concerns upon them, and whoſe omiſſion 
muſt be their fault, if it be any, and not 
that of the ildred! who can be no way 
chargeable with it? The folemn denun- 
ciation of the great God, who affords of 
his ® /aving grace unto all men, is, ” The 
“ ſoul e it Mall die. The ſon 
© ſhall not bear the iniquity of the father; 
«© either ſhall the father bear the nl- 
* quity of the ſon. The righteouſneſs of 
* the righteous ſhall be upon him, and 
«© the wickeJneſs of the wicked ſhall be 
% upon him.” 

The tender infant hath neither ability t to 
receive a law, nor to tranſgreſs it, there- 
fore it cannot be guilty of the commiſhon 
of fin; and to hold it guilty, becauſe its 


o Tit. ii. 11. P Ezek. xvili. 20. 
B | primo. 
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primogenitors tranſgreſſed long before it ex- 
iſted, and that it is juſtly puniſhable merely 
for deſcending from them in the ſtate of 
their fallen nature, which it could not avoid, 
is too barbarous for truth and righteouſneſs 
ro warrant. Yet this cruel notion, the pro- 
duction of error and bigotry, hath been 
zealouſly eſpouſed and propagated. 
- Fidus, an African biſhop, in the third 
century, adviſed the baptiſm of infants for 
the purgation of original fin, alledging that 
the Jews circumciſed theirs. This at firſt 
ſeemed new and ſtrange to C 'yprian ; but 
he afterwards fell in with a collection of 
66 biſhops and preſbyters, who enjoined 
it. The praQtice became preached up. at- 
terwards by divers as neceſſary; and the 
Milevitan and Carthaginian councils, * in 
the fore part of the fifth century, went ſo 
far as to fix an anathema upon all who 
held that young children might be ſaved 
without water-baptiſm ; which was rati- 
fied by ſeveral ſucceeding popes. Augu/- 
line carried the matter ſtill further, teach- 
ing that even embryos, if they had been 
quickened in the mother's womb, and 
there died unbaptized, were damned, as 
guilty of original fin. This put the 201% 
dom of the prieſthood upon contriving a 
_ remedy : ſome they took up out of their 
graves, and chr; fiened, as s they ſuperſtitiouſly 
called 


19 


called it, the was body: others they. bap- 
. tized by proxy, in imitation of thoſe early 
miſled profeſſors among the Corinthians, who 
alſo doubted of the reſurrection; in proof 
of which the apoſtle doubly argued with 
them; Firſt, from their own practice, who 
from a notion of the neceſſity of water- 
| baptiſm unto ſalvation, took upon them to. 
be baptized for thoſe who died without it; 
% What ſhall they do, ſaid he, who 
* are baptized for the dead, if the dead 
„ riſe not at all? Why are they then 
< baptized, for the dead?” The manner 
ol this baptiſm was thus ; one of them placed 
_ himſelf under the bed of the deceaſed, who 
being aſked if he would be baptized ; the 
Re, under his -bed anſwered for hing in 
the affirmative, and then was baptized in 
| his ſtead ; which Godwin, properly enough, 
compares to the acling of a play upon the 
ſtage. 
Secondly, The apoſtle reaſons from his 
own exerciſe, and that of his concerned 
brethren ; ; Why ſtand we in jeopardy 
every hour? The import of which 
13 to be, why are we continually bap- 
tized in afflition, ſuffering, and danger, 
for the ſake of thoſe who are dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins, that they may be quickened 
by the * of life in Chriſt Jeſus, if 


421 Cor. xv. 29, 30. 


B 2 


none 
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none are to be ſo quickened, and if chere 
| ſhall be no reſurrection hereafter ? 
As the followers of Jacobus Syrus took 
the word water, John ili. 5. in the literal 
ſenſe, ſo they did the word fre, Mat. iii. 
11. and thence branded their children either 
in the face, or upon the arm, with a heated 
iron, 1 in the form of a crols, But this hav- 
ing ſomething of cruelty, as well as abſur- 
dity, in it, did not ſo generally obtain as 
water-ſprinkling ; in the miniſtration. of 
which, the Romiſh church teemed abun- 
dantly with modes and fancies of 1 imaginary | 
ſignificance. 
he ſelf.-flattering notion, that the nNew- 
birth of the ſpirit is either concurrent 
with, or conſequent upon, the miniſtration 
of water-baptiſm, is neither ſupported by 
ſcripture nor experience. If it inſenſibl 
accompany it, how do we know it? If it 
immediately follow, how do its fruits ap- 
'more in thoſe who have received 
water-baptiſm, than in thoſe who have 
not? The fruit of the ſpirit,” faith 
the | apoſtle, * is love, joy, peace, long- 
„ ſuffering, gentlenefs, goodneſs, faith, 
* meeknels, temperance.” —* “ The fruit 
cf the ſpirit is in all goodneſs, and righ- 
Fe Aer and wann. Are theſe fruits 


r Js: v. 22, #3 Ephk. v. 9. 
more 
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more conſpicuous. in the * ptized, wem zie 


the unbaptized ? If thoſe who are baptized 
with water are born of the ſpirit, and 
made heirs of the kingdom of heaven, 
how comes it, that ſuch as have received 


it, either in adult age, or infancy, and 


become afterwards awakened to a Kae of 


their condition, are ſtill conſcious. of a 
body of ſin remaining within them, and 


are made to cry out in' anxiety of foul, A 
Saviour, or I die! A Redeemer, or I periſh 
for ever! Are not ſuch painfully ſenſible; 
that they ftill want . remiſſion and rege- 


neration, | novwithſtanding their RP | 


tiſm 7 


If any om. Thie may wie from fink 
committed after” their baptilm. I aniwer, 


the apoſtle John ſaith, Whaſoever is 


born of God, doth not commit fin ; for 
« his ſeed remaineth in him, and he: can- 
4 not n, becauſe he is born of God.” 
But it is evident in fact, that he who is 
| baptized only with water, can ſin as freely 
and fully as he who is not; therefore he 
who is baptized with water, is not in con- 
ſequence born of God. | 


1 5 De 


ter- baptiſin, Acts x. 48. which be certainly 


. wwould nat. have . had he not held the | | 
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| pratlic lenſing! On 8 ſame foundation 


it may be argued, that he would not have 
* compelled the believing Gentiles to live 
after the manner of the Jewifh law, had 


he not held it neceſſary; yet we find Paul 


openly reproved him for it. This ſhews, | 


that Peter, though one of the moſt emi- 
nent apoſtles,” in the early time of the 
goſpel, ſometimes went a little too far, 
in compliance with the prejudices of his 

Jewiſh brethren, divers of whom were 
preſent when he commanded thoſe Gentile 
converts to be baptized. But in this par- 
ticular inſtance at the houſe of Cornelius, 
Peter might not be blameable ; for we 


have reaſon to believe, that fuch a pru- 


dential tenderneſs both towards Jews and 


. Gentiles, was permitted for a ſeaſon, as 
to allow the practice of divers rituals, till 


their- attachment to them ſhould decem 
leſſened, by the prevalence of the Holy 
Spirit in their hearts. 5 | 
Upon this ground he probably exhorted 
the people, Acts ii. 38, 39. © Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the 
% name of Jeſus Chrift, for the remiſſion 
«+, of your ſins, and ye ſhall receive the gift 


of the: Holy Ghoſt. For the promiſe is 


* unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off.“ 


5 Gal. U. 14. = 
„ 8 55 
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This general promiſe he had* thus cited 75 * 
from joel in the beginning of his dif 


courſe: It ſhall come to paſs in the 
a days, ſaith God, I will pour out of 
* my ſpirit upon all fleſh; and your ſons 
* and your daughters mall propheſy, and 

Tour young men ſhall ſee viſions, an 

your old men ſhall dream dreams: and 
0 on my ſervants, and on my handmaidens, 
% I will pour out in thoſe days of my Ty 
* and they ſhall propheſy.” . 

This diſpenſation ' of the ſpirit to both 
| ſexes, then eminently took place, and 


the apoſtle, undoubtedly, - exprefſed him- | 


ſelf in the words before-cited, with allu- 
ſion to the ſpiritual baptiſm of Chriſt, 
which operates to true repentance, and 
brings to experience that converſion of 
heart, which is followed by the remiſſion 
of fins, and the reception of the Holy 
Ghoſt. This he plainly taught in a pa- 
rallel paſſage of the following chapter: 
* Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 
that your ſins may be blotted out, when 
* the times of refreſhing ſhall come from 
« the preſence of the Lord.” 

Theſe renovating and conſolatory effects, 


follow 'not in conſequence of ihe mini- 


ſtration of vater-baptiſm ; for if they did, 


= 4 K 1 Y iii, 19. 1 * | 
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Simon the ſorcerer, and all the wicked 
amongſt men that ever received it, would 
have had den, a the eilt of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 
| 'We find the a apoſtle Paul alſo ſes 
times in this, and divers other eeremo- 
nials; but when he afterwards perceived 
hurt already had, and was likely ſtill to 
enſue from ſuch conformity, he Ska) it; 
and thanked God that he had only bap⸗ 
tized Criſpus, Gaius, and the houſehold of 
Stepbanas; declaring that Chriſt /ext bim 


of 70 baptize (that is, with 2 but 70 


reac? the Gl. 

Peter himſelf alſo afrerwands, \neadably 
obſerving a danger of water-baptiſm being 

received and eſpouſed as the real bap tiſm 


of the Goſpel, guards the believers 


tuch a dangerous miſtake, * by thewing 
What the true Chriſtian baptiſm is; to wit, 
that it is not that which puts away the 
filth of the fleſh, but that which produceth 
the anſwer of a good conſcience towards 
God. Thus it is not the figurative, but 
the eſſective baptiſm pointed to by the 
figure, the refining baptiſm of the "Holy 
Ghoſt that ſaveth. 

It is well known by the experience of 
many, that this baptiſm is gradually ef- 


© 5 Cor, ae,, n Pet. . 2 


fected | 


| | 25 


fected by Sirus immerſions of che ſoul, 
according to the mealure of corruption it 
hath imbibed, and to the ſtrictneſs or laxity 


ol its attention to the great Baptizer. K 


ſenſe of its ſinful condition, with the diſ- 


dance it ſtands at from the God of perfect 


purity, is firſt given it, whereby it is brought 
into ſelf-· abaſement, contrition, and, at length, 
into humble reſignation of all to him. Thus 


it becomes baptized into the ſimilitude of 


the death of Chriſt, which is a death unto 
all that is of a carnal and ſenſual nature. 
Through baptiſm it alſo tiſeth with him 


into newnels- of life, which enableth it to 


bring forth the fruits of the ſpirit to his 
N To thoſe who had thus followed 


Chriſt in the regeneration, the apoſtle ſaid, 


* Le are complete in him, who, is the 
* head of all principality and power. In 
„ whom alſo ye are circumciſed with the 
6 þv 06999 made without hands, in put- 


* 4 


ting off the body of the {ins of the fleſh, 


„by the thy» of Chriſt ; buried 
«© with him in baptiſm, wherein ye are alſo 
A riſen with him, through the fait of the 
«*/ operation of God.” 

True Chriſtian baptiſm i is a great and im- 
portant work; the work of Chriſt himſelf, 
n the foul is ee oy ns 
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into his ſpirit, and dad with its virus. 
This is quite another thing than a ceremo- 
nious formalization under his name. The 
latter is eaſy to the fleſh, but the former 
crucifies it. © They that are Chriſt's, 
have crucified the fleſh, with the affec- 
« tions and luſts. —4 4 A8 many of you, 
ſaid Paul, © as have been baptized into Chriſt, 
© have Put on Chrift.” To take the name 
Chriftian upon us, and to be joined to the 
promiſcuous body of a profeſſing church, 
1s only to put on a profeſſion of Chriſt ; 
but to have really put him on, is to be en- 
dued in degree "with his Holy Spirit and 
nature; which thoſe, who have been bap- 
: ized into him, certainly are: For, if 
*© any man be in Chriſt, be it a new crea- 
i ture : old things are paſſed away, behold 
all' things are become new, and all things 
* are of God.“ Such are become inwardly 
united to Chriſt, grafted as branches in him 
the living vine, daily partaking of his life 
and virtue, which renders them fruitful ac- 
cording to their meaſure ; to theſe he preſ- 
ſingly ſhews the neceſſity of care and wateh- 
fulneſs, that they may abide in him: As 
e the branch, ſaid he, % cannot bear fruit 
2 of n (or) enge it abide in the vine; 


al.. © 13 iii, 27. 2 Cen v. 177 18. 
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no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
“J am the vine, ye are the branches. He 
„ that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
ſame bringeth forth much fruit ; for with- 
out me ye can do nothing. If a man 
« abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a branch 
« and is withered.” This manifeſts that 
maxim, once in grace, and always in grace, 
to be no better than a broken reed, and 
dangerous for any who have been ſenſible 
of divine mene to reſt their ſalvation 
upon. 

It is improper to imagine, that the fem 


of circumciſion, given to Abraham and his | 


deſcendants, was a type of water-baptiſm, 
which was only -an outward and typical 
fign itſelf. Ceremony and ſubſtance are 
type and antitype ; not ceremony and/cere- 
mony. What the circumcihon of the fore- 
{kin pointed to, was the inward circumciſion 
of the fleſhly heart, called for by Moſes, 
Deut. x. 16. and promiſed, chap: xxx. 6. 
Water-baptiſm in like manner typified /be 
waſhing . of regeneration ; which is effected 
by the renewing of tve Holy Ghoſt. | 
Mark xvi. 16. * He that believeib, and 
eis baptized, ſhall be ſaved. This "muſt 
be underſtood of that /aving faith, which 
worketh by love, to the purification of the 


8 Tit. i. 3. 1 
|  _ heart, 


heart, and of that /aving bapti/m, which 
operates to the anſwer of a good conſcience. 
If we do not believe unto obedience, if we 
have not that faith which overcomes the 
. world 1 in our hearts, we ſhall not be found 
in the faith once delivered to the ſaints ; 
and, if we are not * waſhed by the Lord 
himſelf, whoever elſe may baptize us, we 
have no part in him. Simon Magus be- 
lieved, and was baptized with ; water, yet 
remained ſo far from a ſtate of ſalvation, 
that when he offered money for the Holy 
Ghoſt, the inſpired apoſtle ſharply anſwered 
him, Thou haſt neither part nor lot in 
„this matter, for thy heart is not right 1 in 
the ſight of God—I perceive thou art in 
. the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of 
< iniquity.” What therefore had this bare 
believing and water-baptiſm done for him? 
Miſapprehenſion at firſt, and tradition 
apud having inculcated water-baptiſm 
as à permanent inſtitution of our Lord's, 
and an indiſpenſable part of the goſpel-mini- 
ſtration, ſome of its advocates have weakly 
argued for it as ſuch, from his waſhing the 
; — of his diſciples, and directing it as their 
duty to do the like to each other. But this 
nec had no relation to that ceremony, 
for our Lord was not then inſtructing his 


b John xiii, 8. Aas vii. 13, 21, 23. * John xiii. 
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followers how to initiate new. converts, but 
figuratively ſhewing them what their own | 
conduct ſhould be amongſt themſelves, by 
ſetting them a pattern of humility, conde- 
ſcenſion, and brotherly kindneſs, one to 
another. This undoubtedly was his intent ; 
not the eſtabliſhment of the exterior act 
of pedal ablution. 

Water-baptiſm being an eſſential part of 
John's commiſſion, he properly admitted 
his diſciples by it; which the great Admi- 
niſtrator of ſpiritual bapriſm did not. When 
he called to any, Follow me, thoſe, who 
obeyed his call, immediately became his 
diſciples, without any ceremonial. We find 
he accepted Peter, Andrew, John, James, 

Levi, Philip, Nathaniel, and Zaccheus, with- 
out either baptizing then, or directing them 
to be baptized with water. As it was then, 
ſo it remains to be; thoſe who are obedient 
to his call, are his followers, whether they 
are water-baptized or not. - On the contrary, 
thoſe who obey not the internal manifeſta- 
tions of his ſpirit, are none of his, whoever 
baptizeth them with water. Formality may 


render any man a nominal Chriſtian ; but 


the effectual baptiſm of the Spirit only can 

make a real one. 

The practice of ſprinkling infants under 

the name of baptiſm, hath neither precept 

nor precedent in the New Teſtament, For 
want 
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want of oc inſtances, mere ſuppo, . are 
offered in ſupport of it. Becauſe it is ſaid 
in the caſe of Lydia, that ſhe was ba tized, 
and her Bog bed; and by the apoſtle, I 
200 baptized alſo the houſehold of Sc base, 3 
it is /uppoſed, there might be infants, or little 
children, in thoſe houſeholds; from whence 
it is inferred ſuch were baptized. But could 
ſuch improbabilities be eyer ſo well aſcer- 
tained, they would fall very far ſhort of 
proving che practice à divine and Perpetual 
inſlilution. 
The words of our Saviour, ® & Suffer the 
4 little children to come unto me,” afford 
no ground for infant baptiſm. He made 
no mention of it, much leſs did he recom- 
mend it as requiſite to prepare them for his 
kingdom ; for he declared their fitneſs al- 
ready: Forbid them not,“ ſaid he, “ for 
* of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven.” Who 
are they that preſume to forbid ſuch, as un- 
qualified to enter it, unleſs they are ſprink- 
led by their hands! ? Thee intention of our 
Lord in admitting the children to him, ap- 
pears to have been, that he might exhibit 


them as examples of innocence and fitneſs 


to thoſe actual ſinners about him; to whom 
he ſaid, © Verily I fay unto you, whoſo- 
- ever” thall not receive the kingdom of 
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88 God as a little child, he ſhall not enter 


3, 


therein.“ Had he meant to adopt. and 
eſtabliſh pxzdo-baptiſm as a ſtanding ordi- 


nance, a fairer opportunity could hardly 
offer, either to baptize the children himſelf 
or command his diſciples to do it; neither 
of which he did; but graciouſly ſhewed his 
acceptance. of them without it, for“ he 
took them up in his arms, put his hands 


& upon them, and bleſſed them.” 


We never-find either the Lord Jeſus; or 
his apoſtles, preaching up water-baptiſm as 
bis, nor telling the people they cannot be 


his followers without it. His conditions of 


diſcipleſhip are. not ſo eaſy to the carnal 
mind. If any man will come after me, 
ſaid he, let him deny himſelf, and take 
* up his croſs daily, and follow me 
* Whoſoever doth not bear his croſs, and 
“ come after me, cannot be my diſciple.” 
Hence it is clear, that it is not water- 
tiſm, nor any kind of rituals whatſoever, 
which renders any man a Chriſtian in our 
Saviour's account; but obedience to the 
operation of his Holy Spirit, which hum- 
bleth the heart, purifieth the ſoul, and 
| baptizeth it meaſurably into the divine na- 
ture. But mortification of ſelf being irk- 
ſome, and highly diſagreeable to the fleſh, 


» Luke ix, 27. ,* av. 27, 
too 
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the pain of ee carnal propenſities, 
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Ss ww 


too many are rather willing ” content 
themſelves with aſſuming the name Chriſ- 


tian, under the outward ſign, than to endure 


in order fo put on Chrift, and become Chriſ- 


tians dect, But let ſuch attentively con- 


ider this ſalutary admonition of the apoſtle. 
5 Be not deceived; God is not mocked; 


4 for whatſGever a man ſoweth, that ſhall tre 


« alſo reap. For he that ſoweth to his fleſh, 
* ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption; but he 


* that ſoweth to the ſpirit, thall of the W 
5 ” reap life everlaſting.” 


The command, Go teach all nations, 
ue! baptizing, Sec. ſhews that the baptiſm 
therem meant, ſhould be as neral as the 
preaching - there intended, both among 


Jews and Gentiles; which water-baptiſm 
_ evidently was not. For Paul, who was ſent 
chiefly'to the Gentiles, was very ſparing in 


the uſe of it, and thanked God that he had 
baptized but two or three families with it, 
declaring that war not his commiſſion ; yet 
he planted many churches, which contained 
numbers who received the ſpirit, and walked 
in the faith and fellowſhip of the goſpel, and 


who were as real Chriſtians without water- 


baptiſm, as others were with it. This ſhews, 
chat it was neither made an eſſential, nor an 
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gl part 8 Cuiltianity 5 Ft ps 
quently, that che continuance: of it Fas bat 


been an ancient cuſtom, ih amps Jews „ 

and Gentiles, to initiate | 6ir: p lytes by 25 
„At, und e adminiſtered 4 ot ohn, under 

| divine authority, and taken up from Lamm 

by the diſciptes of out Lord, it was 
a ceremony of conſiderable account ith 
the generality, who. faw not ſufficiently into 
the purity and limplicity of 'the Goſpel: 
therefote it could not, even 4 ter the bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt by the Holy Ghoſt appeared, 
be every Where aid aſide ſuddenly, heither 
Was it required fo to be, but, as dan! inti- 
_ tated, to decreaſe e, or fall } into diſuſe by de- 
grees. In like manner, the apoſtles alſo 
Occafionally complied with the Tites öf the 
Moſalc law, in Haricd particulars ;; a8 cir= 
eumelſion, hows, Thavings, exterior. purity 
cations, ſictifices, anointings,.: &c. 1 whi 
Ne yorniftted 8 5 A ſeafon ; Phe had nd 3 

ts bf Chriſtianity abo 4e in the {pi | 
= it, e's ſincerely ſought a a apt there 
cerernoninl of a Kind a ſoo 5 
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been extinct in the church. But: ĩ 1 
growing! in grace, and in the ſa aving 

ledge” of our Lord Jeſus Chet, > | 
away begati early to take place, 8 in pi 
portion as the life of religion dwindled, - 
forms and ſhadows were — and more 


C faſtened 


* 


8 
faſtened v upon, and eraduelly EPR upon 
the declining ſtate of the church, as the 
Fpirit of antichriſt . ground. , But to 
N 1005 
We read; E ph. v. 25/26, * Chriſt alſo 
loved che thuzeh, anc gave himſelf for it, 
. * that be might ſanAify and cleanſe it with 
the waſhing of water by the word; that 
he might preſent it to himſelf 3 glorious 
r e nat having ſpot or wrinkle, or any 
uch thing ; but that it ſhould be. holy and 
«© vit bout Memiſh.” This is the 1 8 of 
Chrift himſelf, and therefore is done by his 
. own ſpiritual baptiſm. _. The water of the 
word ſignifies its Cleanſing power, as 1 the 
mill of the word denotes its nutrimental 
virtue; and this ſanctifying word is the 
illuing forth of the ſpirit. of Chriſt for great 
and gracious purpoſes, who is himfalf the 
Emphatical and Epowerful.; Word, through 
whom the Father effects his will, and com- 
municates all things to his people. Buy him 
alone the church can be rendered  boly, « ag 
| Fe von without blemiſh. 
According to apoſtolic JoQrine, e is 
bur one baptiſm now remaining in force: 
% One Lord, one faith, one baptiſm,” 
And as the Chriſtian diſp enſation is that of 
Chriſt, the one baptiſm muſt be the baptiſm 
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ol TY which is not by Water, but the ; 
Holy Ghoſt: ** Fot, ſaith Paul, 5 200 
one ſpirit” are we al baptized” into one 
* body. By receiving the ſame ſpirit, we 
become of the ſame. ſpiritual body. Tue 
outward and viſible ſign may introduce us 
into memberſhip with fuch an out ward and 
viſible chufch às Holds with the retention 
of the ſign; but it is the effectual operation 
of the Tpirit of Chriſt in us, that tenders 
us members E His „ - wa YE Piritual 
| envreh.” 143 | 
The Giftia@ion betont Var Savious $bap= 
ay and that of John; lies not in the ſame 
elementary miniſtration after 4 different 
mode, of under another form of words. 
J,“ ſaith John, indeed Have baptized 
vou with water; büt he ſhall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghoſt!“ This "plainly: 
ſhews, that the baptiſm ef Chriſt, and that 
of John, were coy ſeparate Kapriſiis, And 
that they are perfectly diſtinct, and different 
from each other; as type and antitype. 
Some have argued, that ac the ſoul it no 
operly a man tvithout- the” Body, mor be 
body-without the. foul, but both in ConfunBion' 
male the mun; ſo” wwater-baptiſmi und fpirit- 
baptiſm are both requiſite to make up the ont 
ae & ow Bagh; are * Wir er n and” 
191 ? 88 
3c ol Cor ne * Mak l. = ati 
11 S body 
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- 
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body be the turo conſtituent parts of a man, 
the two haptiſms have no ſuch conſtitutional 
connexion. That of the ſpirit. being the 
effective reality, is complete in itſelf; but 
that of water was only a temporary figure, 
and no more a part of the baptiſm of Chriſt, 


part of the circumciſion. of the heart. 
The tranſaction of Philip with the Ethio- 
pian eunuch, Acts viii. hath been treated as 
it meant to give a miraculous ſanction to 
1 water-baptiſm. But it is evident, this great 
and well-diſpoſed man had been at Jeruſalem 
With a pious intention to worſhip the true 
. God, who, knowing the lincerity of his 
. heart, ſent Philip to inſtruct him, and to 
Preach his Son Jeſus to him, as the Saviour 
paſſed near a certain water, the eunuch 
Judging, according to the cuſtom of both 
Jews and Gentiles, that he muſt be entered 
as à proſelyte by the uſual ceremony, made 
2 motion to Philip that he might be there 
baptized. And, as the apoſtles, in this early 
time af che goſpel, ſaw; fit occaſionally. to 
condelcend to this and various other rituals, 
Philip went into the water with him, and; 
baptized: him. But, if any miracle was 
wrought, the text affords no teſtimony that 
it was done to give a ſanction to water-bap- 
tiſm, nor that it is a perpetual inſtitution of 


Our 


- 4 y 


7 


our Lord. It doth not appear in the New. 


' Teſtament, that he ever inftituted, adopted, 


or once adminiſtered water-baptiſm bimſelf. 
The evangeliſt declares, that Teſys him- 


- 7 


« ſelf baptized not: that is, not with 


wafer; and undoubtedly for this reaſon, be- 


cauſe it was not his baptiſm, büt John's, 
cho was the only perſon we find divinely 


commiſſioned for it. Our Lord's ſubmitting 


himſelf to it, under John's miniſtration, was 
upon the ſame foot that he ſubmitted to the 
Jewiſh ceremonials. They had all been 

divinely commanded, and in acknowledge- 
ment of them as ſuch, he countenanced the 


practice of them, till the period of their 
obligation ſhould arrive, by the eſtabliſhment. 


of his own ſpiritual diſpenſation. 


No one outwardly-connedted bbdy upon 
earth, hath a right to engroſs to itſelf the 
title of the true church, and thence to aſſert, 
there is no falvation but within its own pe- 
culiar pale; for all profeſſing churches are 


compoſed, more or leſs, of a promiſcuous 


number of thoſe who love and fear God, 
and of thoſe who regard him not with that 
reverence and ſubjection all ought to do. 
Thoſe who walk moſt in the ſpirit, will un- 


doubtedly be moſt in his favour ; but with- 
out obedience thereunto, none can be ſo ; 


x john iv, 2, 


C3 . 10 For, ö 


——ů— —L— 


—— — BET ret — . — — ꝓœ-2— 


4 
* 
U 
5 
A 
id 
FY 
| 
> 
k 
IF 


2 _ 


? *. 
4 — 


ee For, a8 many ag are led by the ip uit of 


+ 


God, they are the ſons, of Dad” an i 
3 IE. any man have not the ſpirit of 905 


a His leader) ] he is none. ay his.” W hat- 
ever doctrines he may profeſs, and Whe ever 
forms he may prattiſe, he is ng true follower 
of Chriſt. The Heep of Chrift bear, his 
voice; ; they carefully * the leadings « 
his ſp pirit, wherein he gives prto them eternal 


fe, and none. can 1705 them out of his. Band, | 


Here is the pale © true ſalvation ; for there. 
is but one Td: under one ſhe pherd.. o this 
fold. are the ri hteous 99 5 all denomina- 
tions; for God is no reſpecter of per- 


ſons; but in every nation, he that fearetl 
„ Him, and worketh Tighteouſne 57 13 0 


655 cepted with him. 
Our Lord declared himſelf to be the 45 
off entrance into this fold. d s Verily, verily, 
Lam the door of the ſheep—1 am the door 5 
* by me, if any man enter, he ſhall be ſaved.' bs 


No ceremonial can, open. thy door, much 


leſs can it be the doot. . By the communi- 


cation of faith to the retur 4 5 lianer, Chriſt, 


opens the way for him to be purified in 


heart, and fitted for a dmiſhan i into 15 church 


militaut here, and dhe church triumphant 


hereafter : © 41 For by grace are FE PR, 


4 8 { 


Rom. vii h John x. 27, 28. 6. 


Ad ii. 34, 35. John x. 5, 9. *Eph.ii. 8, 
5 Es Ke „ through 


{ 


605 ao ugh faith, and that ! not Ti Mee” 
t CC Tn: oY 
He is alſo the means 57 rate; 46 ä 
e the law wWas given by Moſes; but grace 
«and truth came by Jefus Chriſt.” And | 
it always comes by him; © For,” Gaith __ 
apoſtle, © © unto every one of us is given, 
by grace, according to the meaſure of the 
« -gift of Chriſt. 
The feat or "pledge of the Kin gdom ol 
heaven, is What entitles to, or BE it. 5 
This is the oil of divine grace, kept burn-. 
ing and ſhining in the lamp of the wile. 
virgin-ſoul, or, in other words, the earneſt 
of the ſpirit in the renewed heart. 1 6 He, 
ho eſtabliſheth us with you in Chriſt,” 
faith Paul, „jg God, who Pa 2 lea us, 
and given the earneſt” of the ſpirit in our 
* hearts —5 © In whom alſo after that ye 
believed, = were ſealed with that holy 
i Wo ted of promiſe” — © Grieve not the holy 
irit of God, whereby ye are ſealed unto 
5 he day of redemption,” The Chriſtian 
ſeal therefore, is the ſacred impreſs of the 
holy ſpirit. 
The mark or badge of true Chriſtian fel- 
lowſhip is /ove ; * Buy this ſhall all men 
know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have 


fl John i. 17. Eph. iv, 17. * 2 Cor. i. 22. C Eph. i. 13. 
C 4 EL * love 


7 N nga be- 
al affeckion, 


« « Wyk one Ei anoth 7 

underſtood of a 1 9 N or 
the attachment of party ; but of that wting 

| love which is thed abroad in the hearts of 
eee tho ee ; toehieh 
the, apoſtle. Joh thug exhorts, * Let us 

Wo 113 one another ;, love is of God, 


and every one that laveth i horn of God, 
% and knoweth God.” 


Typical forms may be made : as; doors of 
entratice into outward. and viſible churches, 
and as | marks. and. pledges of fellowſhip. 
Be men ; but they are not ſuch; to the, 
| ſpiritual community. o f the inviſible church 
of, Chriſt it, the members whereof; . as lively. 
“ ſtones; are built up a, ſpiritual houſe, an 
= holy prieſthood, to ep ria) at, 8 

« 5p acceptable ADS; Chaiſk.” 


I . iv, 7. 1 1 1. $a, 
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al, 18 is that cm munion Which! 18, 


S che hapti iſin ef CHiiſt is ; pure! 


holy writ, © by one ſpirit are we all baptized, 
+ into one body, Whether we be Jews or. 
„ Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, 
4 and have been all made 1 drink, into one 
ſpirit: % This indicates, that the com- 
munion of real inward Chriſtians, whereby” 
they partake of divine ſtrength and conſo- 
lation, is in the one Jp they 11 al bap- 
| tized 
5 eee, the ſi hath Wu nioyſ] 
uſed by- many; 1. E be ſo by Wooly 
to whom the termination i it doth not yet, 


appear; but ſeeing it is not in itſelf of the, 
ſpiritual nature of the goſpel-diſpenſation,, 


the neceſſary queſtian naw 18; Whether aur 
Lord thſtituted"it with a, declared intention, 
that the obſervance of it [hould be an univerſal, 


gabliſbment throu Pee the Chriſtian chuzcbes, 


to the 2 'ttme © If this be not aicertained 
in the eee it cannot, with propriety, 


. 1 Cor. l, 13. 


be 
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be inſiſted on as an ordinance obligator 
upon us at this day. Dean Stilling fleet hath 
juſtly obſerved; © Whatfoever is binding 
* upon Chriſtians, and ſo becomes an article 
* either of faith or practice, ar an unver- 
| fat Randeng law, muſt be clearly revealed 
as fuch, and laid, down. in ſeripture in 
© ſuch evident terms, as that all who have 
« "their ſenſes, exerciſed therein, may diſcern 
« it to have been the will of Chi, that 
it ſhould: perpetually oblige all believers 
cc to the end of the world.” ay us a little 
inquire, whether ſuch clear evidence of the 
perpetual obligation of this ceremonial ap- 
peats in the texts that moſt eee 7 
relate to the ſubject. y | 
Our Saviour and his diſciples: being en 
gaged in the celebration of the Jewiſh paſ-- 
ſover,. the fame night he was betrayed, we 
read, As they were cating, Jeſus took 
cc bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and 
c gave it to his diſoples, and ſaid, Take, | 
ON eat; ; this i is my body. And he took the 


* * 


cup, and, gave thanks, and. gave, it to 
„ them, fayin Drink he all of it; for 
„this is my blood of the New Teſtament, 

which is ſhed for many for the remiſſion 
* of fins. But I ay unto. you, I will not. 
i" drink henceforth of this fruit of the Finds 


| * Ma wat % il 
* | Until 


ne 43 
76 wat that day then drink it- new with 


you in my. Father's kingdom.“ Luke 
add the following expreſſion, * 5 This o 
in remembrance of me. But the apoſtile 


Paul delivers it in a fuller and more explan- 
atory manner. This do ye, as oft as ye 
« Arinł it, in remembrance of me. Adding, 


For as often as ye eat this bread, and 
“ drink this. cup, 78 do de 1 Lord's 8 


6 death till he come“. 

There is nothing! in theſe 0 that en- 
joins the perpetuity of the ſymbols, | The 
Words, till he come, ſhews the obſervance of 


them to be no longer of gbligation than ill 


his ſecond coming. We do not read, You 
ſhall thus participate of the ſigns through 
all future generations; nor have we any ſpe- 


cific direction Ho often they ſhould;be uſed 


in the interval, which indicates a liberty in 
that reſpect; but no authority for their ex- 
asg beyond the time of the Lord's com- 
When they were received, it was to 
82 in remembrance of him, which muſt be 
during bis | abſence from them; for when. 
preſent, he muſt be an object of fenſe, not. 
of remembrance ; therefore the timg intended 


for the reception of thoſe tokens of memo- N 
rial, could only be till he ſhould come again, 


and afreſh, communicate a ſenſe of his di- 
vine preſence to them. 


f Luke xxii. 19. J 1 Cor: xi. 25, 26. 
"Wk | This 


PAINE of gur Lend be had 
that ſufficient ground to 
_ expe@ ſhould be after a ſpiritual manner. 
Ve have heard, faid he, how I faid 
unto you, Igo away, and come again to 
ln. He had aſſured them of this, where 
he told chem, f'« T will pray the Father, and 


— 


This 
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he ſhall give you another Comforter, that 


e he may abide with you for ever: eren 
 * the ſpirit of truth, whom the world can- 
4 got receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, 
neither knoweth him; but ye know kim, 
for be dtoelleih with yon, and all be in 
fon. I will not leave you comfortleſs: 
I uwuill come ſo you.” Here he firſt ſpeaks 
of himſelf in the third perſon, under the 
name ef the Comforter, the ſpirit of truth ; - 
and then aſſuming the firſt, inculcates, that 
- He who was then a ſtrength and comfort to 
chem, reit hout them, by his bodily preſence, 
| ſhould, after his corporeal departure, come 
aguin in ſpirit, to be the ſtrength and com- 
fort of his followers wilbin them, and to 
abide with them for ever. He alſo ſhewed, 
that his ſpiritual advent, and indwelling, 
was not to be confined to his preſent Gk. 
ciples; but ſhould alſo be manifeſted to all 
that love him, and keep his commandments. 
H any man love _ he wall _ my 


* John viv. 28. ran 18, bins gia 
Om words, 


| 4 


„ words, and my Father will love him, 
and ve will come unto vim, and made our 
« abode with him.” 

The apoſtle Paul m mne e 
teſtified, * Chriſt was offered to bear the 


oe of many, and unto! them that ok 


6 For bim, ſhall he appear the /econd time 
without ſin unto! ſalvation.” - Ta thoſe 
who then looked for him in ſpirit, he cer · 
2 did come, according to that teſti 

| of Ning We know that the Son of God 
« ;2 come, and hath given us an unden. 
ing, that we may 4now him that is true; 
« and we are in bim that is true; even in 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt. This coming of 
Chriſt, by which they received an under- 
ſtanding that they were in bim, muſt be 


Aer: ſpiritual manner, neee his [+ 


nue Jahn xiv. 20. At that day 95 
* foal know, that J am in my Father, _ 

ju in me; and Tin you.” | | 

Thus they experienced the Mabel 
that great goſpel· myſtery, which had been 

hid from 1 3 and generations in forms and 

ſhadows: 

<« ig made manifeſt to his ſaints, to — 

God would make known what is tbe 


en, 9 enen 
ne. 1 20. cal i 26,57 f 
| _ * the. 


gut now, faith the apoſtle, 
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te the Gentiles; 8 which is Thy; N. i you 
- %. the hope of glory.” & e | 
The - inward and true Chriſtian "Ys 
- knows him to be come, by the illuminating 
and quickening life he receives from him; 
which all ought inwatdly to ſeek after, and 
not ſtick in the outward, and viſible ſign, 
with an expectation to find him in that 
from whence he is riſen. This is the way 
thoſe look for him, 5 in truth ſee hini 
not. Vet a little while,“ faid he, and 
* the world ſeeth me no more; but ye ſee 
1 me, becauſe I live, ye ſhall: live alſo.” 
The unregenerate world could difcern no 
more of him than his corporeal appearance, 
and when that was removed, they ſaw him 
no more; but thoſe who have been bap- 
tized into 3 as a vital principle of divine 
life, ſtill ſpiritually ſee him, and becauſe he 
ves in them, they live alſo, and by the 
influence of his Holy Spirit, are moſt ef- 
fectually kept in mind of the ſhedding of 
his precious blood without the gates of 
Jeruſalem, ” as a propitiation for their | ſins, 
and not. for theirs otily, but for the ſins of the 
whole ⁊orId. Thete ſtand not in need of 
figns and fymbols to remind them of him. 
They cannot be forgetful of that inexpreſ- 
ſible love and mercy, wherein he as up 


7 Toki xiv. 29. m 1 John i ii, 2. 


| his 


| 1 3 47 
his prepared body to die, tliat they might 


live; but are graciouſly preſerved in humble 
thankfulneſs, and deep admiration, that he 
ſhould ſo condeſcend to ſuffer for them, who 


muſt ever acknowledge themſelves moſt un- 
worthy of ſuch aſtoniſhing goodneſs. 
The outward and viſible ſign appears to 


N have been recommended by our Lord; only 
for the interval between his perſonal. depar- 
ture and his ſpiritual return, the uſe of it 
being to commemorate his death till he 
came; conſequently, when he was come, 


the obſervance of it was no longer obliga- 


tory, but occaſionally permitted, like the 


waſhing of one another's feet, or the anoint- 
ing of the ſick with oil, till they ſhould 


gradually drop away, as the reality wherein 
they terminated ſhould advance in the hearts 


of the believers. But the progreſs. of theſe, 
in ſpirituality, being early obſtructed, by the 
diſinclination of many towards the croſs; 


their love to truth, and zeal for it 3 ; 


cold, and a diſpoſition prevailed to reſt in 


ſymbolical religion, which they could eaſily 


practiſe, without parting with their inward 


corruptions, and walking in that ſelf-denia! 
the goſpel requires. This became an exer- 
ciſe to the apoſtles, and occaſioned Paul to 
query, How turn Eb _ to 5 weak | 


" » Gal, iv. 9.—iii. 3. 


« and 
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« And deggerly nee whetetihts ye de. 

ſire again to be in bondage Pan Art ye To 

* fooliſh? Having begun in the ſpirit, are 
« ye now made perfect by the fleſh ?? 

» « Behold,” faith Chriſt, * 1Rahd at the 
« door and knock; if any man hear my 
* voice, and open the door, I will come 
in to him, and will fp toit him, and he 
1 irh nr. This is the true ſapper of the 
Lord, which ſtands not in paitaking of 


the outward elements one with another, but 


da de putticipation” of his divitie life; the 


trur brèead from heaven, and the new wine 
of the kingdom. This is alſo communi- 
cated in religious congrepations; to thoſe of 


ne enen which worſhip God in 


the ſpirit, and fejoice in Chriſt Jefus, and 


4 nabe fle confidence it the fen. Wem 


ſuch draw near to him; he draws neat to 
them. 4 Where two or three,” ſaid he, 
are gathered together into my name, there 
* um I in the midſt of them. Our common 
tranſlation has it in my game; but in the 
original it is % 8 tus L. ints my name; 
which name, as obſerved in the preceding 
chapter, is the power and virtue of his 
ſpirit, wherein alone true Chriſtian wont 
munen is enjoyed. 


Rev, i, 20. P Phil, lil, 3. Mat. xvii. 20, 


The 


jo - | 
The ſpirttiatly-tinded under former diſ- 
penſations, were not excluded from this 
communion. The apoſtle ſhews, that the 
fathers of Iſrael * © did all eat of the fame 
„ ſpititual meat, and did all drink the fame 
9 24 iritual drink; for they drank of that 
ritual rock that t followed them, and that 
* Kao was Chrift.” He alſo intimates,” 
that himſelf and Th brethren then paftook' 
in the ſame ſpiritual communion, under the 
metaphorical terms of the” body and blood of 
_ Chrifl. * «© The cup of blefling which we 
„ bleſs, is it not the communton of the 
. blood of Chriſt? The bread which we 
break, is it not the communion of the 
* the body of Chriſt?” As if he had ſaid, 
Is it but the ontward ſhadow, and not the _ 
inward and ſpiritual reality? Certainly it 
is, for © we being many are one bread, 
and one body; for we are all partikerd 
« of that one dr, This implies, that 
by the participation of the one ſpirit of t hife 
in Chriſt Jeſus, they were in their ſeveral 
meaſures, made partakers of the diviue 
nature, and, through its cementing virtue, 
were inwardly united one unto another, as 
members of the ſame ſpiritual body, and all 
_ unto Chriſt the had] r from un: "Oe? 


1 Cor. x. 4. * verſe 16, 17, cal — 


50 


ſaith the apoſtle, all the body, by joints 
and bands having nouriſhment miniſtered 
4 and knit; together, neronteth with the 1 in- 
« creaſe of Ged.“ 
2 _ Having:ſpoken. to Goh; as 15 es 
a degree of inward ſanctification, the apoſtle 
turns to thoſe intemperate carnal profeſſors, 
Who, had fallen into a ſhameful abuſe of the 
outward ſign. Theſe he ſharply: reproved, 
and intimated. to them, that as often as they 
partook of the exterior elements, it ought 
to have been in a reverent remembrance 
of him who. ſuffered for them. For whilſt 
they had no diſcerning, or inward ſenſe, 
of. his ſpiritual body, and perſiſted in ſuch 
abuſe of the form, he let them know they 
ate and drank to their own condemnation ; . 
for ſuch as partake: but of the ſign, under a 
TOES of divine communion, and do it 
o unworthily, are, in the judgment of the 
apoſtle, guilty of vilifying the body and 
blood of the Lord; becauſe, whilſt they 
profeſs to honour him, they, by their evil 
conduct, may be ſaid, in ſome reſpect, 10 
crucify to themſelves the Son * God afreſp 1 
aud. put him to an open ſbame. 
Though our Saviour was 92 of his dis- 

ciples at times forty days after his reſur- 
n, he . not with ons of hrs 


TM 1 12 . 10. 477 Kc. v Heb, vi. "6 


outward 


1 61 


outward 1 ſpecies in, the form of eommunion, 
as may be concluded. from his own Words, 
I will not drink Benet of this fruit 
of the vine, until that day when, I drink 
2 ne with you in my Father's king» 
dom.“ He knew, though.it was 30 hid 
from them; that by.t the regenerating, baptiſm 
of the Holy | Ghoſt, they ſhould be, ma de 
new creatures, and, inwardly. tranfſared jt into 
that ſpiritual kingdom, wherein he Would 
give them to partake with him of the, new 
wine thereof. For the coming of this 
kingdom he had: before taught them to 
pray and alſo told them, There be ſome 
P them that ſtand; bere, e not 
© taſte of death till they, have fe 
6 dom-of God come with x 27 king 
had alſo informed. them, that This 3 — 
* cometh not with. e or at 
Peru; for, ſaid he, the kin gdom of C 5 
within you, A b 110 10,9915 
If this kingdom e out- 
ward obſervation, it is in vain to, eek it by 
outward. obſeryations, and to pretend to dup- 
port it by them. If it be within us, it muſt 
be an inward. and ſpiritual ingdom, and 
it cannot come to us, but by the ſpirit. f 
And if, as the 1 Ae £ the King- | 
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2 255 of God is not ment and drink; but 
donn neſs, peace, and joy in the Holy 

" Gor it is not bread and wine; hich 
ate meat and drink. As the kingdom i is 
ſpiritual, its communion is ſpiritual, and its 
receivers are ſpiritually ſuch. Well there- 
fore might the apoſtie ſay, He is not a 
le who is one outwardly, neither is 
« that eircumciſion which is outward in 
« the fleſh; but he is a ew who is one in- 
« wardly, ufd circumciſion 1 is that 'of the 
« heart, in the ſpirit, and not in the letter.“ 
Thus it is with the Chriſtian. He is not a 
. real Chriſtian, ho is only one by profeſſion 
and form ; neither is that the baptifm, nor 
the communion of the goſpel, which is out- 
ward and ceremonial; but he is a Chriſtian 


Wo is one inwardly, and that is the true 


baptiſm, and the true communion, which 
is of the heart, in the ſpirit, and not in the 
letter, or outward form. With what ſound 
reaſon then can any inſiſt on the practice 
of outward and vidble ſigns, as if the very 
exiſtence of Chriſtianity depended” upon 
them, and that perſons of the greateſt faith, 
piety, and probity, could have no claim to 
the name of Chriſtians without them 

Had the moſt eminent of the evan gelifts, 
Jobn, eſteemed the continuance of the fig" 


7 Rom. ii. 28, 29, 
to 


8 

to have been of eſſential moment, or laſting 
obligation, he would hardly have failed ro 
mention it as ſuch. He is particularly ex- 


of the cireumſtance of our Saviour's 
waſhing his diſciples feet, that he 
both enjoined it with great and - 
recommended it by his example; yet it is 


ly. agreed to have been only | 
tive and temporary, and — difuſed 
by Proteſtants, and very little 

the Romaniſts ; but John, in his relation of 
the tranſactions of that important evening, 
paſſeth the outward fupper wholly without 
notiee. His total omiſſion of it may raaſon · 

ably intimate, that when he wrote his hiſtory: 


which was long after the reſt of the evauge 
'  bhffts, the Ladner ir wad fully :peliyſont 
that the uſe of it had been any meant to 
prefigure the reality to weak converts'for.a 
time, and then to drop aways and gre Place 
to "Off 
Vet, notwithſtanding this apoſtolle hiſto- 
rian hath omitted the ceremonial, he hath 
given a large aceount of our Lord's diſcourſe 
concerning the ſubſtance, in chap, 6, where» 
in, amongſt many other ſimilar « ions, 
he ſaith, © ** My Father giveth you the 
* truc bread from heayen—l am the living 
* bread which came down fro ao 6 


© John vi, 32, 51, 54. 


D z „ Whoſe 


© Whow eateth my Meth} eh 
my blood, hath eternal 2 This inti- 
mates, that thoſe who f piritually partake of 
the divine liſe in him, which is of an'eternal 
nature, receive the living bread, and the 
and blood he here intended. guch feed 
not of that body which ſuffered on the croſs, 
but of his ſpiritual uo, which f is a m 
to the carnal mind. Bees 
+ Knowing in himſelf, — by e 
ing his metaphorical expreſſions in a literal 
ſenſe, many of his diſciples, as well as the 
Jews, took offence, he, for explanation, di- 
realy told them, verſe 63, It is the ſpirit 
«that quickeneth ; the fleſh profiteth no- 
«-thing?” From whence it appears, that 
| could?! we eat the very fleſh, and drink the 
blood of the outward body of Chriſt, it 
_  obuild"not prof ur. How vain and uſeleſs 
therefore, as well as contrary to ſenſe and 
reaſon, is the Romiſh notion, that the bread 
conſecrated by a prieſt, is tranſubſtantiated 
into that body of Aeſh and blood, which, if 
actually received, wou aft nothing to 
me ſoul! 
It is both wid wil abſurd to infer, that 
upon our Saviour's bleſſing the bread, it in- 
ſtantly became that very body which: brake 
it, ae it to the diſciples, and ate of it 
with them. But, that a new-made wafer, 
a a Pier of ys of yeſterday, ſhould, 


upon 


upon the prieſt's imitative performanee Uf 
a mere ceremony, be inſtantly rendered that 


very body of Chriſt which exiſted many 


hundred years before it, and that it is to be 


worſhipped ar Gd; and alſo that every ane 


of the many rirpuſanits of theſe conſecrated - 
wafers. is the 4vhole of that ſame body 5 and ; 


all this, whilſt they remain as utterly un 


changed, to every evidence of ſenſe * 


reaſon; as when they came out of the hands 


of the baker; and that any people ſhould 
ſuffer theſe manifeſt impoſlibilities to be im- | 
poſed upon them as myſterious truths, is a 
flagrant inſtance of the great ſubtlety of 
ſatan, the boldneſs of his mmm een 3 


the eredulity of mankind. 


This ee and ee e hath | 
arifon from the taking expreſſions, (evidently - 


figurative, in a literal ſenſe. Take the con- 


necting verb ir, in the phraſes, This is 
„ my body, this it my blood, in like 
manner with many parallel expreſſions in 


ſcripture, and the myſtery is eaſily ſolved, 


without putting any unnatural force upon 


the text, or any impoſition upon the ſenſes, 
underſtandings, or conſciences of mankind; 
We read, The ſeven» good kine are 
ſeven years, and the {even good ears are 


i ſeven years — This Agar if mount Sinai 


++ © Gon; XII. 26. Gal, ir. 3. 
WA. > ' 6. 


— 


Figns of what they are literally ſaid to be. 


in Arabia——* The ſeven heads are ſeven 
© mountains——The ten horns thou {aweſt 
Dare ten kings. Theſe are univerſally 


allowed to have. been only repreſentative | 


In like manner, thoſe. ions of our 


Lord, This ir my body, This ir my 
blood, figuratively Pave fg the bread 


and wine were exterior Mut, repreſenting, 


| that as they n 
ment to 4 body, the communication of 


his 


ſpiritual body ſhould afford firength and 


refreſhment to the ſoul. 


Whatever any thing ſeeds upon muſt be 


cf a nature ſuitable to its own, The ſoul, 


being of a ſpiritual nature, is not to be fed 
— material dec and blood; the body 
for Chriſt to appear in upon earth 


- was ſuch; therefore it was not that body 
| concerning which he ſaid, b Whoſoeateth - 
my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, hath 


6s od liſe, and I will raiſe him up at 
„the laſt day. For my fleſh is meat in- 
« deed, and my blood is drink indeed. He 
* that cateth my fleſh, and drinketh my 


* blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 


As the living Father hath ſent me, and I 
« live by the Father; ſo he that eateth me, 
* even he ſhall Js by me.” This fleſh 


Rev. xvii. 9, 12. John vi. 54 to 58, 
5 an 


cen 


57 


and blood is, therefore, another kind of 
body than that material one, wherein he 
to the world. It is a ſpiritual 
body, ſuitable and alimentary to the ſoul; 
the ttue life of which is ſpiritual, and a 
feeding ſpiritual: The fleſb profitrit nothing, 
It is both quickened and ſupported by that 
| ſpiritual body of Chriſt {metaphorically 
| called the * Rock)-upon which the fathers of 
Tſrael fed long before he took the outward 
body upon him, and upon which the primi- 
tive Chriſtians fed, and all who are truly 
ſuch now feed, and like than: phy 


nouriſhed up unto eternal life. 
Ihe rituals of the Moſaic. law were * 5 
5 of divine inſtitution, but being > ve | 
doavr of good things to come, 2 | 


diſpenſation of the goſpel, the good —— 
themſelves being come, their ſhadows ap- 


to us no longer obligatory ; ſo the ex- / 
ok forms of 3 the ſupper, 
being ſhadows of the good things already 
come under the ſpiritual miniftration of the 
Saviour, are ſuperſeded thereby, and be- 
come of no more force than the paſt rudi- 
ments of the law. Nevertheleſs, we con- 
demn not thoſe who are conſcientious in 
the uſe. of them. Let every man be 
# fully perſuaded in his own mind.“ 


* I Cor. x. ; Heb. X. 1. F | 
= 


* 


"16 The a as; „la, the pious may 
partake of the outward elements. Judas 
partook of theſe, even when ſatan had 
entered him, and he had covenanted to be- 
tray his Lord; but he could not in that 
ſtate participate of the true communion with 
him ; therefore the outward e is not 
the true commun ion 19 

The communion of thatcharch- triu Rn 
1 in heaven, and that of the church militant 
upon earth, is 1 in the ſame ſpirit. It is the 
communion, of the Holy Ghoſt. in both; 
but the latter being in a ſtate of travail and 
probation, amidſt the temptations and trials 
of the world, doth not enjoy it in that 
uninterrupted brightneſs and fulneſs, which 
the —— doth in en Gage of Rane _ 
. nem gory. 


v; "+4; ' 


$4 


: Ps 
4 L 
o 
#3 : 
* 


7 2 4 
8 alte Ibn ! 


117909 ft aj; 0 4 P. wa 48111 . 


{qt $5 11 g 2145 gin "7 "13 * 14 W- i! $7.5 - IT: 14S ett 
ON Warvixe: UPON: Gov, ge bas 
4 Ni or to digg | 


HE apoſtle Paul ſhewed, that 44 « there 
4 is one God, and one Mediator be- 
« tween God and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
* through whom we have acceſs y one 
7 * ſpirit unto the Father, * and in whom - 


alone we are accepted“ We have no 


power to draw near unto God but by him. 
1.4 I am the way, ſaid he, and the truth, 
and the life; no man cometh unto the 
* Father but by me.“ In order to worſhip 
aright, therefore, we muſt firſt wait for him, 
that we may feel the power of his ſpirit in 


our hearts, to illuminate, quicken, and en- 


able us, inwardly to approach the throne of 
divine grace, in faith and reſignation; that 
our offerings may come up with n 
on his holy altar. i 

The communication of his ſpirit bein of 
his own free grace, it is not in the power 
of man to obtain it when he pleaſeth; there- 
fore it muſt be waited for. AdQivity, in 


exterior ordinances, is an employment very 
different from true waiting ; ; which confiſts | 


„ Tim. jj 3. /*-Bpb. 3, 18. . 6 John ur. 6. 


in 


4 


in a ſolemn and ſteady inward retirement of 
ſoul to him, in humility, faith, and patience, _ 
| that he may condeſcend to renew its ſtrength 
in him, and enable it to worſhip him in ſpirit 
and in truth, according to his will. 
In this practice, the people of God, in all 
generations, ſenſibly experienced the times 
of refreſning from his preſence, and ability 
to withſtand tem to hold on their 
way amidft the various affaults of the powers 
of evil, and occaſionally to ſtand rm in 
ſuffering for his glorious cauſe. Hence we 
find them, in holy writ, frequent in expreſſ- 
ing the benefit of waiting upon God, and 
. earneſt in their exhortations to it. Let us 
attend to a few inſtances. 
Palm xxvil. 14. Wait on the Lord. Be 
4 of good courage, and he ſhall ſtr 
_ * thine heart. Wait, I ay, on the Lord.” 
This contains: encouragement, and repeated 
exhortation to waiting. 

Hoſea xii. 6. Turn thou to thy God; 
« keep mercy and judgment, and wait on 
* thy God continually,” This intimates 
the neceſſity of perſeverance in waiting, 
as well as in the "nos of uprightneſs and 
charity. 

Pſalm xxxiil; 20. Our ſoul waiteth for 
* the Lord; he is our help, and our ſhield,” 
This ſhews, their waiting upon him was in 
expectation of his divine aſſiſtance. 5 

| a, 
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Ila. xl. 31. They that wait upon the - 
ſtrength. They 


Lord ſhall renew their 
* ſhal} mount up with wings as eagles ; 
they thall run, and not be weary they 
„ ſhall walk, and not faint.“ Herein are 
held forth gracious aſſurances of — 8 
ſtrength in the practice of waiting. 

' Micah vii. 7. I will look unto the 
Lord; I will wait for the God of 


« Alvation; My God will hear me.“ This 


indicates the holy reſolution of enen 
and his confidence in waiting. 
Fabak. ii. 1. I will ſtand upon my 

« watch, and ſet me upon the tower, and 


„ill watch to ſee what he will ſay unto 
„ me, or in me, and What T ſhall anſwer 
« when I am reproved. * Watching here 


is fynonymous with waiting, and this paſ- 
ſage denotes the dependandce of the prophet, 
in this inward and mental exerciſe, to have 
been upon the Lord for inſtruction. 
Pfſalm xl. 1, 2, “ I waited patiently for 


„ the Lord, and he inclined unto me; and 
* heard my ery. He brought me up alſo 
* out of an horrible pit, ont of the miry 
_ * clay, and ſet my feet upon a rock, and 


* eftabliſtied my goings.” This evinces the 


the bappy ſucceſs attending it. 


That this waiting was not only the prac- 
tice e of * but alſo of the congre- 
gated 


of a continuance in A and 


chat reprehenſion of the ſpirit 


1 
gated bodies of God's people, __ from 


prophecy 
in Ezekiel, againſt the inſincere amongſt the 


| Iſraelites 1 : They come unto thee ar tbe 


hoy 4 People cometh; and they fit before thee. - 
„ my-people; and they hear thy: nu ; bu 
40 they will not do them.“ 


We allo find, that whülſt the elders of 


Judah ſat before the prophet, he was led 


. through ſuch a variety of divine viſions 


— . ——᷑ — 


concerning the ſtate of that people, as take 
up from chap. viii. 1. to chap. xi, 4. to relate. 
During the time he was thus inwardly en- 
gaged, the elders undoubtedly /af in ' flence; 


as well as himſelf; for, 75 in be 


ſaith, The ſpirit of the Lord fell upon me; 


and faid unto me, Speak, &. 


Palm xxxvii. 5. and Ixil. 1. ſhew the 
waiting: of the Lord' wervants began; and 


continued for ſome time in ſilence ;; ſor, 


according to the Hebrew, theſe texts are, 


* Bezilent to the, Lord; and wait: patiently 


* for him —“ Truly my ſoul is ſlent upon 


* God (or ſilent in attention upon him) 


* “ from him cometh my ſalvation.“ 11, + 
Lam. tis 25, 28. The Lord is good 


| 6. unto them that ' waz for Him, to the ſoul 
« that ſecketh him. It is good that a man 


MN "_ your hope, | and: ER aur for 
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K. the ede t * It 9 
4 man that he bear the yoke in hig youth 
He ſitteth alone, and lecpei ſilence, be- 
“ cauſe he hath borne it upon him. Here 
is: great encouragement. to: che ſubmiſſive 
filent Waiter. 4 1281 9416 JIHib ot voc 7874 
The evangelical propbet is ſtill more ex- 
preſſive.· wr oo een bro 0 might vlt | 
- Iſa. 1xiv.:; 60 Since the COOL TA bn 
« the world;; wet have not heard, nor 
0 **; peregivedaby;. the ear, neither hath the 
« eye ſeen, O God, beſides thee, hat he 
4 hath, pared, for him that avait uν˙ο 
This evidenceth, there is ſome- 
die excellent than is poſſible to be 
conceived by the natural, er unregenerate 
man, to be enjoyed in devout and patient 
waiting“ Hence ariſeth the fervency of 
zeal for thus Waiting, and the great earneſt- 
neſs therein of thoſe WhO experienced the 
benefit of it; Which we [find emphatically. 
expreſſed. in the following dexts. ns 
Pſalm exxx. G. My ſoul waiteth for 
the Lord more than they that watch for 
75 the morning: I lay, more ne ons 
te xxateh for the morning 
Ia. xxvi. 9. With my ſoul have. 1 
« deſired thee in the night; yea, with my 
« ſpirit within me will ! ſeek thee early“ 
Pſalm xlii. 1, 2. As the hart 33 
after the water-brooks, ſo panteth my 


2001 | * foul 
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< for God, for the living" When 
„fall 1 come and appear before God? x 

As the under paſt diſ- 
05 were ſenſible of their inabllity | 
operly to diſcharge their reſpective duties, 
: properly the renewed aſſiſtance of God's 

Holy Spirit, and therefore often waited upon 
bim to receive it; — goſpel diſ- 
Penſation, which eſſenti the pure mini- 

ſtration of the Spirit, it muſt neceſſarily be 
— artatonds Lord — deed 
this dif on to commence 1 wait 
ing.” For, being aſſembled 


with 
his diſciples, he ® commanded them that 
Gif 


hey ſhould” not depart from Jeruſalem, 
but wait for the promiſe of the Father:“ 
the enduement of" prever from on high. Ac- 
ceordingly, whilſt the diſciples were congre- 
_ gated and fitting't er with one accord, 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and began to ſpeak with other tongues, as 
«the Spirit gave them utterance.” ' 
Thus led into ſolemn waiting by their 
Len and Maſter, and divinely favoured 
therein, the primitive Chriſtians had ſuffi- 
eient ground to continue the practiee; which 
it 8 a ae did e ane ns 
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I Cor. i. 6, 7, 8. The teſtimony of 
„ Chriſt was confirmed in you; ſo that 
«. ye come behind in no giſt, waiting for 
„the coming, or revelation, f our Lord 
4 Jeſur Chriſt, who ſhall confirm you unto 
« the end This ſhews they received the 
gifts of the Spirit, and the confirmation of | 
it, through Waiting. i; ont 
I Thel. i. 9, 9 Te turned to God. | 
from idols, to ſerve the living and true 
* God, and to wait for his Son from bea. 
ven.“ And, 2 Thel. iii. 5. the apoſtle 
prays, ©. The Lord direct our hearts into 
«the; love of God, and into the. ' patient 
-<,:2oaiting for Chrift.” This patient wait- 
ing for the revelation of Chriſt from heaven, 
muſt have an immediate reſpect to their 
-worſhip, as well as to their qualification for 
ſervice, and is to be underſtood of his in ward 
and ſpiritual appearance; which the apoſtle 
gives comfortable aſſurance of, Heb. ix. 28. 
«© Chriſt was once offered to bear the ſins 
of many, and wnto them that look for him 
«© ſhall he appear the ſecond time, avilbout fin 
% -unto. ſalvation.” -- By this we underſtand, 
that as he once appeared after an outward 
and corporeal manner, and gave up the 
body prepared for him, as an expiation for 
the ſins of all who ſhould come to repent- 
ance ; ſo to thoſe who ſhould lo, internally 
"0 him in faith, he ſhall again appear by 


66 


the revelation of his ſpirit in their Bearts, 
to effect the work of regeneration in them, 
in order to their eternal ſalvation. For, 


cis ſenamd appearance of Chriſt ta thoſe who 


prowſly loat, and patiently wait, for him, 


| cannot intend his Ja advent at the general 


zu ; for then he ſhall alſo appear to 
thoſe chat Jook not for bim with deſire, to 
their final condemnation. f 15 

From what hath been ſaid, it may tuffi 
ciently appear, that waiting upon God in 
ys faith, and patience, is not a modern 
peculiarity originating among the people 
called Quakers, nor the fruit of a deſpicable 
.enthuſiaſm ; but a neceſſary practice of an- 
cient date, and long continuance, amongft 
the Lord's people, as preparatory and re- 
quiſite, to the reception of divine a to 
pray uith the ſpirit, and with a right 
underianding ao. Watch unto prayer, 
ſaid Peter. Paul likewiſe exhorts to the 
duty of „ praying always with all prayer 
and ſupplication in the ſpirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perſeverance. 

- Having experimentally received an inward | 
ſenſe, of the divine goodneſs in thus waiting, 
the living amongſt the people above-men- 
voned, are engaged to fit down in a watchful 


= 1 Cor, xiv. 15. 11 Pet, i iv. 3 * Epb. vi. 18. 


ſtillneſs, 


67 
killneſs, both in their public meetings and 


private retirements, before Him, who made 
heaven and earth, the ſeas, and the foun- 
tains of waters; and whoever have any 
clear ſenſe of the ſpirit, know it draws their 
minds into this ſtill waiting for it, ſo pathe- 
tically. recommended in holy writ, and ſo 
beneficially practiſed by thoſe who have 
devoted theit ſouls to the God of their life, 
and their never-failing helper. in time of 
need. . Let none, therefore, loſe the pre- 
cious opportunity now afforded them, in 
rejecting and deriding what they have not 
experienced, bur addreſs themſelves ear- 
neſtly to. |. /eek the Lord while he may be 
found, and call upon him while he is near, 
that happily, in ® feeling. after him they may 
find him, who is not far from every ont of us. 
If we ſuffer the low. concerns of this mu- 
table world, its earthly profits, or deceitful 
pleaſures, its. friendſhips, faſhions, or any 
other, of its corruptions to-attach our minds, 
and divert them from attending to the mo- 
tions of the ſpirit of God in our hearts, till 
we fill up ſuch a meaſure of iniquity, as ſhall 
occaſion him to forſake us, we may ſeek 
him afterwards, as Eſau did the bleſſing, in 
vain. For, he ſaith, * My ſpirit ſhall not 
always ſtrive with man.“ Time ſufficient 


IIſa. lu. 6. * AQs xvii; 27, Gen. vi. 3+ 
E 2 for 


for repentance 18 afforded: to all, and the 


will of God is our ſandtification. © Wh 


then, ſome may query, are we not ſancti- 
fied? Is fatan too ſtrong for Almighty 
power? By no means. Such queſtions are 
ſtarted from improper grounds. As the 
Lord, in wiſdom, hath made man a reaſon- 
able creature, he deals with him according 
to reaſon, and not by abſolute force. 9 8 J 
e him good and evil, with their oppo- 

ite conſequences, / perſuades, intreats, and 
preſſeth him to refuſe the evil, and chooſe 
the good, that he may reap the fruit of it; 
even eternal life. If the will of man be ſo 
perverſe, as to prefer a continuance in the 
gratifications of fin, he ſows to the fleſh, 

and of the fleſh muſt reap corruption. If 
he wilfully - reje& the Kind reproofs of the 
_ Fpirit in his own conſcience, to the full 
extent of divine ſufferance, as revolting Jeru- 
ſalem did, he ſins out che day of his merci- 
ful viſitation, grace is withdrawn from him, 
| "his opportunity is loſt, and the way of 
peace is hid from his eyes. Knowing this, 
the good apoſtle thus earneſtly addreſſed the 
-believers : * © We then, as workers together 
+ with Him, beſeech you alſo, that ye re- 
celive not the grace of God in vain.” For, 
though the grace of God, that 8 ſalva- 


o 2 Cor, vi. 1. 


-: 1 


licn : 
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tion, hath appeared to all men, its appear- 
ance is rendered in vain to ſuch as by their 
diſobedience to it, and rejection of it, fruſ- 
trate the accompliſhment of 1 its gracious end 
and purpoſe towards them 21 
It is a weak argument, that we have now 
a complete canon of the ſeriptures, and 
therefore have leſs need of the Spirit than 
the primitives; as if the letter could ſupply 
the place, and do the work, of the ſpirit, 
As all men hy a natural and corporeal birth 
enter into the kingdom of this world; ſo 
our Saviour himſelf ſnewed the Jewiſh! ruler, P 
that unleſs we experience. q ſpiritual and 
ſupernatural birth, we cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. The holy ſcriptures, 
which ſo ſtrongly recommend us to be led 
by the ſpirit, to live in the ſpirit, and to 
walk in the ſpirit, could not be intended 


to ſuperſede 5 ſet aſide the ſpirit, and to 


ca its internal operation unneceſſary.” 
The apoſtle Paul, who had a ſhare of both 
Ai and human knowledge, | teaches that 
7 the natural or unregenerate man (notwith- 

_ ſanding his arts, languages, and philoſophy) 
 recetveth not the things of the Spirit God 
for they are foohſhneſs unto him; neither can 
he know: them (by his learned reſearches) 


becauſe they are ſpirttually diſcerned. That 


John iii. 411 Cor, ii. 14. 


WE is 


0 ——ʒ— u et 


from the declarations of thoſe who did re- 
ceive them; but this will not convey the 
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* 


e, they: are only to be underſtood by the 
light 


the ſpirit 5 and therefore to be re- 
ceived by its own illumination. We may 
gather up theoretic notions concerning them 


realities they expreſs to us. It will centre 
far ſhort of creating us anew in Chriſt Jeſus, 
without which we may profeſs ourſelves 


Chriſtians; but © © they. this are Chriſt's, 


4 have crucified the flelh, with the WRT 


and luſts. 


But ſome, who e that 15 alliance 
of the Holy Spirit is ill afforded to man- 
kind, deny that any man no hath an in- 
ternal ſenſe of it, ſo as to diſtinguiſh its 
motions in them from thoſe of der own 
minds. But, certainly, whoeyer feels any 


inward convictions for ſin conceived or 


committed, not under the cognizance of 
law, nor open to other men's knowledge, 
may eaſily diſtinguiſh the motions of the 
reproved, which leads into fin, from thoſe: 
of the reprover, who {mites for it, to lead 
out of it; and if any ever become infenſible 


of it, it is for want of obeying it. Such 


as continue to reject it, may occaſion it ta 
become filent in them 6 a ſeaſon; but it 


8 W preſent with them, though 


Gal. v. 24. | 


1 


they 4 it not, and will revive upon them 
| with inexpreſſible terror, at a 9ps hen 
they thall;hnd no. way; 4p eſcape. 
1 John fi. 24. and iv. 13. we read, 
+ Hereby we know. that he abideth 3 in us, 
4 by - ſpirit which he hath given us. 
_ © Hereby know we that we dwell in him, 
„ and he in us, becauſe he hath given us 
“ of his ſpirit. This inculcates that the 
Holy Spirit, like the ſun in the. hrmament, 
manifeſts itſelf to the mind by its own evi» 
dence, . Yet, notwithſtanding the true 
light which lighteth every man that 
«. cometh. into the world, algech in the 
dark hearts of men; if they wilfully retain 
their darkneſs, they comprehend. not the 
light. © Thoſe that rebel againſt the light, 
65 they know not the ways thereof.” Abi- 
ding ver the beclouding influence af pre- 
judice, unbelief, or ſelf- confidence, they _ 
ſhut theaaſelves up againſt the light, and 
often decry and ridicule it; but thoſe wha. 
N it as from God, come to experi- 
ence the new- birth of the ſpirit, and in the 
new- birth, receive a new life, and in the new 
life, a new ſenſe. The life . ſenſe of the 
firſt birth are carnal ; the life and ſenſe of 
the ſecond are ſpiritual, which nothing but 
the ſpirit can communicate. . | T 


x Toby i. 5, 9. : Job Tür. 13. 


4 Peter 
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Peter told the regenierate formerly, Ve 

_ * have purified your ſouls in obeying the 
* truth through "the: ſpirit. They had 

joined the truth, chat is, the ſpirit of truth, 
in its operation to the purification of their 
. - fouls, and certainly, not without a ſenſe of 
it. This ſpirit of truth is the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
which he promiſed ſhould come to re- 
prove, or convmee, the world of fin; of righ- 
feouſneſs, and 1 gangen, 1 to Side into 

Ii truth. 942 

Hence we ſee; the ſpirit mR not en 

to rebuke, convince, and diſquiet mankind 

in evil to lead them out of it, but alſo to 
accompany them in faithfulneſs, and guide 
them into all truth. For when they are 
brought to receive it, believe in it, and 
cleave to it, they become the ſheep of Chriſt; 
they * hear and follow him, for they know 

Bit voice; that is, they are enabled to diſtin- 
guiſh the motions of his ſpirit from thoſe 

of the ranger, wobich they will not te nw; 
but flee from. 

1" There is as muck difference berwixt the 
internal voice of Chriſt, and other voices, 
as there 1s between light and darkneſs. 
Y «© He that followeth me,” ſaid he, © ſhall 

* not walkin datkneks ; but ſhall have * 


As IPL 3 23, John XVI, 8, bs -* John) X. 3, 4 14, 27. 
IS viii. 22˙ > | 
3 * light 


20: 


* light of. life. He that ks in the li ight; _ 
_ mec ſee by * and bvse Seals 
OL. U. 45 
„He. as. wo me mall ho 3 
8 20 Father, and 1 will love him, and 
&* manifeſt, myſelf to him.” This manifeſta - 
tion of himſelf, to thoſe. gt love him, is 
by his ſpirit, and the manifeſtation of his 
ſpirit muſt be the diſcovery of it to the ſoul 
of him to whom it is manifeſted. There 
can be no manifeſtation to any but thoſe 
who receive a ſenſe of it; for that eannot 
be manifeſted to me, which I have no diſ- 
tinct perception of. Inſenſible manifeſtation 
is a ſelf. eontradiction. £1 | 
Eph. ii. 1. You, hath: be quickened, | 
* who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins.” 
Who hath not been, more or leſs, in the 
death of treſpaſſes and fins? And who ever 
experienced a reſurrection from this death, 
unto life in Chriſt, by the quickening power 
of his ſpirit, without a living ſenſe of it? 
Inſenſibility is not a property of life, but of 
death ; therefore the living, members of the 
body or church of Chriſt, cannot be inſen- 
ſible of the life of Chriſt, by which their 
ſouls are quickened, or made alive in him. 
The miniſtration of the ſpirit hath ever 


been the life of true ks 'The faireſt "4 


* John XIV. 12. | 0 
| | form, 
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FIR and moſt plauſible ROOT ate no 

Were chan à lifeleſs letter without it. The 
letter kilieth, but the ſpirit giveth life; 
and whoſoever recetveth the ſpirit, receiveth 


fe, and thoſe who receive life,” receive a 


" ſenſe of that life; for life is not without 
ſenſe in proportion to its degree, and the 
higher degree of tie any receive, the more 
ſenſible they are of its quiekening virtue. 
The expreſs terms of the new covenant, 
cited from the prophet, Heb. viii. ro, 11. 
are, This is the covenant that I will make 
„ with the houſe of Iſrael after thoſe days, 
* faith the Lord; 1 will put my laws into 
© their mind, and write them in their hearts, 
0 and 1 will be to them a God, and they 
_ © ſhall be to me a people, And they ſhall 
* not,” (of abſolute neceſſity) * Nac eve 
* man his neighbour, and every man his 
„ brother, ſaying, know the Lord, for all 
* ſhall know me from the leaſt to the 
-W:oveare” 
This plainly ſhews, that under the goſ- 
pel-eſtabliſhment, the Lord himſelf is the 
teacher ꝙ his people, and that individually; 
that he openeth his law in their hearts ſo 
clearly and indubitably, that none who duly 
de to _ immediate instructions, 1 in their 


2 Cor. i iu. 6, 


conſciences, 


wv 


onal need to remain under l ticeeſe 
ſity of being taught their duty to im by 
their brethren, or their neighibburz. 

Prom the gracious imamination of this 
Divine Teacher, ariſeth the firongeRt inter: 
nal evidence of the truth of Chriſtianity, to 
thoſe who become ſubje& to his inſtruction. 
Many, under various denominations, have 
acknowledged, that the truth and excellence 
of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, hath been ren- 
dered more clear and certain to them, ed 
this inward principle, than by all other kin 
of evidence whatſoever ; and it. is a great. 
proof of the goodwill of God to mankind, 
that he hath laid open to all, whether learned. 
or void of literature, this ſhorteſt and ſureſt 
way to that evidence, which brings with it 
the moſt clear and cogent degree of con- 
vincement, 

1 We are not under the law; but under 
„ grace, faith the apoſtle. Great grace 
indeed! That the God of infinite wiſdom, 
and immutable excellence, ſhould condeſcend 
to be our immediate W With what 
cordiality, humility, and thankfulneſs, ought 

we to accept of and embrace it; ever re- 
membering that awful warning, © See 


> Rom, vi, 15, . © Heb: xii, 25. 


« that 


— e—— - 


« ſpake on —.— much more ſhall not we 
F eſcape, if we turn away from him that 
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A PEW. REFLECTIONS,” ele by the 
injurious treatment of the peop je called 


AKE RS, on account of their conſei- 


entious nonconformity to public FAs rs 
and FESTIVALS; and the rejoicings of 


neee PARTIES. 4129 gd 
448 7 7. 30. 16430598 no dae 


= 


ky * * 5 
nt ieh 3 3. 


wy true 83 e us not of, but 
regulates and ſets due bounds to, 


natural affection; ſo it allows of all juſt and | 


'reaſonable preferences of one perſon, or 


one people, to another, according a8 we 


ſtand more nearly, or more diſtantly, re- 
lated to them. Hence, as natives, fellow - 
proteſtants, and ſubjects of the ſame! civil 


powers, we feel a nearer regard for our 


king and government, and our fellow- 
ſubjects, than for thoſe of other dominions; 
yet we have Chriſtian charity for, and 


good-will towards, the whole ſpecies. We 


alſo, agreeable to the declared intent of the 
act of toleration, have been more nearly 
united to our fellow. ſubjects, in affection 


and intereſt, ſince the revolution, by a re- 


ſtoration to divers of thoſe general rights 
which were formerly denied us both by 


regal and republican rulers. But not- 


withſtanding we naturally have a more 
| favourable ' 
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favourable bias towards our owa cotiitry 
than to others, and in all its engagements 


and conteſts with foreign powers, are thank- 
ful when it is favoured with the advantage 
rather than its adverſaries; yet, as by our 
Chriſtian principles we are withheld from 
Fighting, ſo we are alſo reſtrained from ex- 
hibiting popular ſigns of rejoicing and tri- 
umph, on account of victories, or advan- 
tages obtained through the damage or de- 
Aru&ion of ay, whether friends or enemies. 
Well affured, that a diſpoſition to true 
| thankfulneſ for mereies and benefits re- 
ceived, or dangers eſcaped, ariſeth from a 
humble ſenſe of gratitude in the heart ; and 
that it leads to com e the ſufferings, 
even of thoſe through whoſe wounds we 
are favoured with preſent ſafety, we cannot 
rejoĩce at the deſtruction, or triumph over 
the diſtreſs of our fellow - creatures, though 
appearing as adverſaries to us. Holy writ 
lkewiſe gives us to underſtand, N is 
* in it; for it ſaith, He that is 
% glad at : calaniities, thall- not paſs un- 
. puniſhed.” And by that expreſſion of 
the upright and ſorely- tried Job, If 7 re- 
joiceũ at the deſiructlon of him that hated 
# "uu or iiſt uß myſelf when evil found 
40 l "bo * intimates his ablorrence of 1 85 


745 
© an xvii, 3. on Jab wn. 29. 


as 


A 


as 4 thing diſagreeable, and odious 1 in the 
ſight of God. f | 

| "k ought, likewiſe to be ſeriouſly. con- 
ſidered, that though it be the part of our 
adverſaries now to ſuffer, it may be ours by- 
and-by; for can the conſiderate ſay, we 
have not deſerved it as well as they, and 
flatter themſelves, they ſhall be always ex- 
empted from the Boe judgment oy the 
5 — Majeſty on High? 

The puniſhment of ſome ſhould not be 
received as a matter of rejoicing, but of 
warning, to others. The ſcourge that begins 
with our enemies, may terminate with our- 
ſelves. A temporary reſpite, is no pardon, 
nor a ſufficient ground for exultation. We 
ought to eſteem it as a time of mercy, and 
a ſpace for repentance z not a licence for 
| pris 095 and madneſs, for thereby. we can 
only increaſe our offences, and haſten. the 
rod upon. our' own backs with eee 
vengeance. 

Such conſiderations, added to our con- 
ſcientious feelings, together with the irre- 
ligious levity, miſchievous folly, and exceſs 
of 1 riot, which generally attend thoſe public 


rejoicings, are the true reaſons why we can 
neither conform, nor make a ſhew of con- 
formity, by illuminating the fronts of our 
houſes on ſuch occaſions ; well knowing, 
that no occurrences whatever can warrant 


us 


Br, ‚ r r ⁰mj »  _— 
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us to act, or by our example encourage 
po to act, inconſiſtently with that ſo- 
briety and awful fear, which ought” to be 
continually upon the minds of "thoſe who 
profeſs the ſacred name of Chriſt, to be 
ruled by him as their head, and formed in 
life and 'converfation, as much a8 1 be, 
hy 4 his moſt perfect example! 

Public feaſts and faſts alſo app ak to us 
not of the nature of the goſpel, ob of that 
of the Jewiſh law; and we believe, no tra- 
dition of men, or impoſition of human 
authority, can juſtify us in mixing the for- 
malities of that diſannulled inſtitution with 
the ſtanding realities of the goſpel. When 
the diſciples of John the Baptiſt applied to 
our Sa lour after this manner, Why de 
ve, and the Phariſees, faſt oft, but thy d:f- 
* ciples faſt not?? He anſwered; by firſt 
alluding to a cuſtom of their own in the 
caſe of marriages, wherein the gueſts were 
indulged with feſtive rejoicing -in the. pre- 
ſence of the bridegroom ; and then he ſub- 
Joins, * No man putteth a piece of new 
cloth into an old garment, for that which 
„ is put in, to fill it up, taketh from the 

* garment, and the rent is made worſe. 
Neither do men put new wine into old 
* en ny the bottles Ts hari _ 


1533 ee ya .. | il 
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« winerunneth out, and the bottles periſh.“ 
Here he teaches, that legal rites and cere- 
monials are not to be incorporated with the 
| ſpiritual and vital religion of Chriſtianity 4 
becaufe they can no more conſiſt together 
than new cloth can be worn with that 
which is old and in decay, without en- 
larging the rent; or that new wine could 
be held with ſafety in thoſe bottles then in 
uſe, which through age were become unfit 
and inſufficient to bear its fermentation. _ 
The only direction given by our Lord 

about faſting, is, /ha# it be in private, and 

that wwe appear not unto men to faſt, as the 
hypocrites dos. Nevertheleſs, if thoſe who 
fee not beyond theſe forms of devotion are 
fracere in the practice of them, we do not 
conclude they are wholly unaccepted there- 
in, provided their ves correſpond with 


their penitential profeſſions; for we are 


ſenſible, the Lord is merciful, and gracious 
in condeſcenſion to human weakneſs. But 
whilſt any go on ſmning againft him till he 
appear to ſhake his rod, and then chink to 
commute by a day's faſting, a tranſient 
confeſſion, or a ſhort-lived repentanee, we 


muſt conclude with the prophet, * This 
„ js not the faſt the Lord hath choſen.” 
The faft he calls for, is not a Femporary 


A Mat. vi. 16, &c. * v If. lv, 
3 but 


MY 


but a continual abſtinence from ſin; it is 
not the keeping one day holy, but, through 
his afliftance, bing de Holy every 
day. 11 
Humility, faith, Rd ee are al- 
| wits, required. The practice of them at 
partieular times, and on particular occaſions, 
will not atone for the want of them at all 
other times. Bowing the bead like, a bul- 
ruſh for a day, i is rejected with contempt by 
the Almighty... The wicked may, from fear 
. + or-policy, join in the obſervation of a day, 
and be as devoutly exerciſed in appearance, 
as any, yet retain their vices; but true and 
acceptable repentance includes amendment, 
and a conſtant walking before God in hum- 
ble reſignation and faithful ſub ection to 
him. 
The e Lox ir the whole ereation, ; 
by his prophet, ſaith, * © I will puniſh the 
« world for their evil, and the wicked for 
their iniquity.” Therefore every public 
diſtreſs by which he ſhews his diſpleaſure, 
is an awful call to us, to: remove the cauſe 
of his afflicting viſitations. Diſtreſs and 
pain came into the world through ſin, as a 
- chaſtiſement for it, and that it might lead 
men to repentance. No devotional obſer- 
vances whatever will exculpate the unre- 


Ia. vii. Kii, wk 1 
penting 


penting ſinner; for while ſin remains, con- 
demnation remains. The forſaking of our 
iniquities, by turning to God, and abiding 
in obedience to his holy Spirit, is the only 
true proof of our effectual humiliation, and 
the only courſe wherein we are warranted | 
to hope for Pont HRT, een ee, MATION 
et,“ though we concur not „with. che 
generality in the exterior obſervation of 
days and times merely of human appoint- 
ment, we are ſincerely concerned to depre- 
cate the divine judgments, and implore 
mercy- for all others as well as ourſelves.” 
Should we go further, and ſeem i in outward 
appearance formally to comply againſt our 
conſciences, what would our hypocrify 
avail ? It is not our pleaſing men, but God, ; 
that can have any good effec, * | 
Let ſuch as think well of it, keep a / 
if they pleaſe, but let them not ſeek, by 
ill uſage, to enforce it upon thoſe who be- 
lieve every day ought” equally to be fpent in 


the fear of God. Haſt thou faith,” ſanh* 


the apoſtle, © have it to thyſelf before God.““ 
Do not ſtrive to impoſe thy belief et 
others. Let every man be fully per- 

+ ſuaded in his own mind.” Let each a& 
uprightly to his own conſcience. © * © To 
i his. own | maſter he 4 or falleth. *. 


Rom. xiv, 6. = xiv. 5. . ? 


Fa” Not 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


neighbours, and werſe in all reſpects 


fulneſs, and are not ſafely to be truſted any 
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* 
= 
. 
. 84 
£ 
. 
% 


Not to thee, who art but his follow-crea- 


ture, and equally accountable to God with 
himſelf. N 


If the military forces of the government 


obtain. a preſent advantage over their ad- 


verſaries, hadſt thou not better be humbly 
thankful, than madly rejoice and triumph? 


If their enemies ſucceed againſt them, canſt 


not theu faſt and pray, without letting 


looſe an ignorant and furious zeal againſt 
thy peaceable neighbours, who are rr 


entiouſſy reſtrained from joining thee in 
thy * of devotional exerciſe? _- 
Fo oblige any to 4 conformity 8 


a is to force them to be inſincere 
and hypocritical; which is odious to God, 


hurtful to the parties themſelves, and may 
prove of evil conſequence to the commu- 


nity :. for in whomſoever the barrier of a 


good conſcience is once broken down, truth 


| i aen joel wake, and they ure in 


the way to become worſe ſubjects, worſe 
than 
they might otherwiſe have been. For fuch 


as have been brought to ſuppreſs or ſtifle 


their inward eonvictiens, have deſtroyed 
the beſt tie and ſtrongeſt obligation to faith- 


farther than the compulſion. of power, and 


the penalties of law, can reſtrain them. 


' Thoſe RING who leek to compel any 


| againſt 


againſt apa act in l toGod's 1 
law, and are neither real friends to true re- | 
ligion, to prince nor Pape n * 

We are well a that Iris e 
principle and pradtice of the beſt and wiſeſt 
of thoſe in aut under the preſent eſta» 
bliſhment, to act with e e and ele- 
mency towards thoſe whe diſſent from 
them; which is a Chriſtian part, and is 
gratefully accepted and acknowledged by 
us. We therefore cannot attribute the in- 
civilities, which, in divers plates, we have 


been treated with on account of our con- 


ſcientious noncompliance with public-faſts 
and rejoicings, to the principles of the na« 
tional church, or to the intention of the 
government; but to ſuch heady and incon- 
ſiderate people as compoſe mobs, or en- 

mobbi 
or an idle ſportive diſpoſition. 

As the receiver is one with the thief, FR 
is the abettor to be claſſed with the rioters, 
and muſt ſhare with them in the guilt and 
ſcandal of their unmanly abuſesz which 
have generally appeared in driving ſtones 
through the windows, breaking doors, ſhut- 
ters, and window frames, damaging goods, 

terrifying families, and endangering the 
| lives of breeding women, and {ick perſons, 

| beſides the diſturbance given to neighbour- 
hoods, and the riſk of ring them, 


ng, either from a malevolent, IP 


10: 
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' ED rn | 
: | ”- 
a A 


To cover the madneſs of theſe rude, il- 
al, and unchriſtian inſults, we have been 
| aſked, If miſchief is committed in conſe- 
' - © quence of your nonconformity, is it not 
| to be laid at your own doors? One 
would have thought, a moment's reflection 
might have convinced the queriſts, that riot 
and outrage are no more the fruits of our 
peaceable nonconformity, than the mobbing 
that enſued upon the preaching of the 
apoſtles at Jeruſalem, Epheſus, Theſſalonica, 
and other places, was the genuine conſe- 
| 
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quence of that religion they propagated 
and practiſed. Such evil effects are not to 
be attributed 20 the occaſſont unjuſtly in! 
but to the true cauſe of them; that undiſtin- 
ig, wanton, miſthitvods ſpirit of 
judice, aſcendant in thoſe, who would not 
permit; their fellow - ſubjects of a different 
ſentiment, the enjoyment of their religious 
liberty. A ſpirit that falls ſo far ſhort of 
charity, humanity, and decency, evidently 
demonſtrates its repugnance to tbe wiſdom 
that it from above; '1ohich is firſt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, 
Full of mercy and good fruits, without par- 
a 9 8 een e Wy. e ili. 505 | 
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A Catechiſm and confeſſion of tach e of, Ps 
agreed unto, by the general aſſembly 0 the patriarchs, 
prophets, and apoſtles; Chriſt hiefele chief ſpeaker in 
and among them. Which containeth a true and faithful 
account of the principles and doctrines which are moſt 
ſurely believed by the churches of Chriſt ĩn Great Britain 
and Ireland, who are reproachfully called by .the name of 
_ Quakers, By Robert Barclay, bound 18. 


An Apology for the True Chriſtian Divinity, 3 | 
explanation and vindication of the principles of the peo- 
ple called Quakers. By Robert 195 8vo. bound 58. 


Ditto on ſuperſine writing Hanes | Large 8vo. bound 
78. Gd. ; 


A Confutation of the charge of We. wherein, the 
Chriſtian and orthodox ſentiments of William Penn are 
fully demonſtrated. By Joſeph Belle. gro. bound Is. 6d. 


Piety Promoted, in brief 2 1 of che virtuous 
lives, ſervices, and dying ſayings, of ſome. of the people 
called Quakers. By John Kendall, A new Edition, 
3 Vols. gs. well e and 10s. 6d. calf lettered. 
Alſo juſt publiſhed, Piety Fan the ninth oy By 
< Þs Wagſtaffe, bound 3. e h, inf 


The ſelect Es of William penn To EP is 
benen the life of the author: in 0 Vo. beve well 
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: Way to the Reſt 
Penn. Bound 38. 


water, but, acc 


eee ee rss. 


h F. Bi 


No OS Moths: A1 „ 


nan 2 of the dry of ai od, and that the Denial 
Chriſt's - „Erase, is the alone 


of Self, and dail ee 


Wr bay pions | 


b 


Point de Croix, n bei 2 


tranſlation , into. French af William Penn's No Cross, 
No Crown. TRL W "IE _ tg Papers | 


bound, 66. | 
ebe K. By W. a 


Primitive Chriſtianity, cantinued in the faith and Fs 


tice of the people called Quakers, &c. B 2 
ONES Welch, 6 dd. f 


Ie Foundation of Tithes Wed e he 6s 
Lipal pole. viz. Divine 3 Primitive P 


8 and Poſitive Laws, ee > 
wood, de. boun? r 
- Truth Vindicated, by the faithfut tfimony and writ 


1 Deund s. 


[the reſtoration * pri 2 
2 pious a1 and religious.” By 


The Baptiſm of Chriſt a goſpel ordinance, ' being 70h 
cs Cane? not like unto John's, into 
to the real nature the goſpel, 
ife, and power, of the Father, and 
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